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MAHABHARATA : AN INTRODUCTION

Mahabharat, which literally means ‘the great story of Bharat dynasty’ is part of the
Hindu Itihas, i.e. ‘that which happened’. It is an extraordinary story of sibling rivalry,
diplomatic maneuvering and shifting of human values culminating in a direct confrontation
on the battlefield of Kurukshetra between five sons of King Pandu (Pandavas) and hundred
sons of King Dhritarastra (Kauravas). It's a tale of tragic war which pitted brothers against
brothers, sons against fathers and students against teachers. Exceptional characters, in-
depth and complex set of interwoven relationships and dramatization on a grand scale
makes this epic a memorable one. It's also a saga which marks the end of an era (dvapar
Yuga) wherein characters lived up to morals, values and principles to the beginning of an
era (Kali Yuga), wherein selfishness, deceit and immorality rules the reins.

Besides compelling drama and riveting plot, Mahabharata is unique in many ways.
Larger than life characters including that of Lord Krishna, considered as an incarnation of
Lord Vishnu; Bhisma - great grandfather of principle warriors, who pledged to serve the
kingdom of Hastinapur and ended up being a silent witness of its fall; Arjuna - unparalleled
archer of that time, who laid down his arms at the beginning of the war; Karna - son of
Kunti who ended up on the enemy camp due to misfortune; Yudhisthir - an icon of truth
who was compelled to lie to win over the battle; Duryodhan - son of blind king whose
unending ambitions became the root cause of trouble; Dronacharya - accomplished teacher
of that time, who was forced to fight against his favorite student Arjuna...all make this epic
spectacular and fascinating.

Every single incident of Mahabharata is full of twists and turns - whether be it the
game of dice between brothers or be it the 13 years exile of Pandavas in the forest with a
condition of anonymity for the last year, or be it a mysterious fire in the house of wax and
Pandava's miraculous escape thereof or be it the laying down of arms by dishearten Arjuna
in the battlefield, which resulted in delivery of the message of Bhagavad-Gita (song of the
supreme) by Lord Krishna or be it the deftness of Krishna in navigating Pandavas to victory
and beyond. In a way, Ramayana and Mahabharata form the very basis of cultural
consciousness that symbolize Hinduism. It's not a surprise that Mahabharata has attracted
tremendous interest among literates and common man alike of India or East Asia but
pundits and philosophers all over the world.

A timeless creation of Sage Ved Vyasa (who himself is one of the character of this
epic) and one of the longest poem of all times, Mahabharata is divided into eighteen books
or chapters (called Parvas) namely 01. Adi Parva; 02. Sabha Parva; 03. Aranyak Parva or
Van Parva; 04. Virat Parva; 05. Udyog Parva; 06. Bhishma Parva; 07. Drona Parva; 08.
Karna Parva; 09. Shalya Parva; 10. Sauptika Parva; 11. Stri Parva; 12. Shanti Parva; 13.
Anushashana Parva; 14. Ashwamegha Parva; 15. Ashramvasik Parva; 16. Musala Parva; 17.
Mahaprasthanika Parva and 18. Swargarohan Parva.

It is interesting to note that Bhagavad-Gita, most sacred text of Hindus having great
philosophical impact, is part of Mahabharata (Bhishma Parva). Similarly, Vishnu
Sahasranama, the most famous hymn of Lord Vishnu containing thousand names of the
Supreme is part of Anusashana Parva. Other principal stories that are part of Mahabharata
includes the life and works of Lord Krishna (Krishnavatar) woven throughout various
chapters of Mahabharata, the love story of Nala and Damayanti as well as an abbreviated
Ramayana in Aranyak Parva.

Here, you will find the Sanskrit text and illustration of Vidur Niti, the wisdom of
Mahatma Vidura, which is contained in chapter 33 to 41 of Udyog Parva, fifth chapter of
Mahabharata. To read principal stories of Mahabharata, and reference on its characters,
please visit www.swargarohan.org.
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WISDOM OF VIDURA

O Dhritarashtra, forsake desire. There is none who cannot manage
to live by some means or other. Thy paddy, wheat, gold, animals,
and women that are on earth all cannot satiate even one person.
Reflecting on this, they that are wise never grieve for want of

universal dominion.
- VIDURA
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e sar=

daur g eRemfE Iy = e g |

guead 9 A Yd UAGENH ol okl

ATy RuAT UTeIcss dardeTa |
TehcdqUHTee] a caraY g e lIgo |
R za

Heaieled  Bold  Fd @Y G gEH
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gueded  cadestE #I @E  @HEESAH 9l
gu=arara

foara d SEIRIGE CIICE) HATHY: |

drel: gEfaar I o & fhma geEd Il

e a=
g T I T RIERE RS T |
gueafequor aF ¥ yoo@ 3 fagr g3l
guearard

e @ g @ Jddg faREE |
UURIEG 9O Podr gH geod I fag vl
e zara
31ar T DI G grorAfdgor P |
d & Cdswag Ta d AJRAY  Hferad g9l
Fuarara
R a IfFeITa: grorgifdgor P |
e @ ¥ uedr  Amd ged gl

RACEET Gl
gAl df duRdd IFw 4 IRA " |
KIIIBNIEE BTAGCEICIE G 4O

fF & @Wa =@ F g Wa: H@HE |

fReedegeetid &6 d @& gyuedar il
e sar=

el A gYUegar €Y ISR CENIEE |

UElG dedl  gEoltd AT UMAGD G lI9Rll
UgIe 3ard

3eh AYIH ATCATAA] guead |

TRcAFIIATS T Adr ait: dradiepar kel
Fueaara

36 AYTH T UY  vagd #AF |

Ugle g Al U d¥@  ugie  geodnr IRl
UgIe 3ard

gl gl Hdeseedsd dd HaToedd:
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a
A

dafdacar: s HYAEATGYT aced XY
Y AW dd Ys@cET a1 I dleaH |
Tdcguedeyqesti®  gidadr & & ad@d k31l
guearard
g ARl & @ dasaaiea: |
I T ANfRaEEe  gidawr THOodl add IRyl
T LIGEE i ESI AR gyfara: |
HAAIH:  WRIFegidadl  TH Al dh@d IRl
Usd UMD gfed el gfled  daEd |
ATHAT gled el qeuTeld IRE I
gfea SATATASTTATAT o sagd ae |
q§ TR efled @ T aFOed  ad:  IRull

foRr=e gueard UTOTATHIARETT |
JUeaegAResld@ g ed fRmEEH IRkl

TG HAAGUNATED | IATGLC adr: |
QAEtH  d  JEARYE UeE gadd lI3ell
W WgE gEE #AG &@ foREen I
UTeyETTelel PATCHATAT: afast AA 32l

ey zar=a
RS ot s ATl THHASTH |
ATTA: AYATATAS I qATAFHAT 13l

o} car RIEEICR] eted ge[aTedd |

I g dedidesled  geear dlawefead  dH 1331
Tur gy R gEW:  Hedlul Ped HA: |
daur  JuEy g RSged a9 '@ 13yl

APedl 39 STAUETIRSBeGIEA ToTecdecieplal

I
133l
I
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TGIfge EigamEidae gedieagdy geun: UgE: I3E 1]
e afolel ORgd ey 9 Rfbcad T |
N g T g pfied T Adeaedsaf@gdid @ 13ull
AR ATAHIA AAATTHT AT |
Tdra T HIRTOT 7 TSI I APl 3¢l
3ITRETE IRE;: CRENY QAR |
TAeh Gl gl [CEN CEIRCAIRETE [E
ORI IRdedt T W HWegEdr e |
HAAEO™T  HHT  AMEAD dafedeqd:  llyoll
Gauareon EIrE CABINSIDEIEI |
Weghd A REyead gEed: g@An 1wl
qUlehal A Sa®d A Al gderor WY |
W adpery 9N peoRANey GEeWRIT Rl
s ® WA R e #qeg: UvewsdEAg@ |
pig: B Mowadar I we: @IAAnRAE: (183l
AMAGIATTHATT URTeATHYIYd |
AL e ao aaaATcfafasia Iyl
et qum: g dudfed UeT 9 dled T g Ad T |
WAANAEGHAT T & JURIM Ppoear T 199l
TATIUTIET HETFHTATAD I[oT: ERK] ) |
TSl Y& Fepdd AN Fdleopomay  Jonsfaenta el
gt quAfa AgsgE woiE deer fAgderfa |

TcdRIUTHedAdT gfgacarivia=aaaiea Hed: ¥l
I AGE D] aus Tear i diedeaddiia afg: |
gH: AT AT I AT AE Tearidiedeaddfed Hod: gl

@ T W I3 A ded qET A J ggr A T dEled GIHHA |
aEt At I d AR A dcHcd TOAAgiagH IRl
T & 4d faar &led Md g aaqHq |
dMF T R @ qu H@EEEEE: gl
urg GO CERIRE RIRECIE G Held |
qud §dequIdifd:  QUIHArgd Geld ISt
a9 et arREfd fhgEer g g I
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ATUST: qrgAg TR R sl
gud uen adafd RRIeor g g |
Er Sk qugAd fAcgamea T 31

IR caticyl faga Repeet¥: I
¥ PTg AEGEd ATRCUTEARRE sl
3TqZ: HAY: MAATATIR ] I
HPpePlcgEATCANT G el [ERUE s
UITAARETHATT T: U g SIEERE |
et @A At qefd guAtgH sl
[CERET depdiad At gd Tad |
HEARA  depadd au: g®@  g@d lsull
W wR agEa g gd wa
qeeaided  depdiad U gE@ o ad@d lscll
SoTdHe  uerEfed 210 N S o B O 2 |
W IGEIGRIE:) AR duieaas sl

NEEINE e EsE IFeegAUdTa |
3rEqd degafd ddiseagagrid lgol|
TRICAIAT  AEAT AT TSl GUeHAH, |
HY  UOeAUAl AT dgEadr A el

®NOT T FAEA T Pl T HECHAEH |
gHdl  AMfQOeded:  ®on gaRaE T |IeRl
fgamfagenfaRar &t sfay TqroTdy |
SIERE TatHTITS AR arerdd HEH €3l
gavigeat FIRE] RIeafed qOWTE: |
R pdld@E  FH SErd dfagH eyl
gigAasiia AT AT HRA |
affer SisureHeana AUCTRIOT - ey
gl @ el gRmEd dwr |
dof  ddEwum HY @ HafFesi sl
afeotetary qrogar HTAYH |
gaeaf® aded dAY ad®@  gFadq lsull

* X %
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3¢. fagy zamg
G ATA T RIAAH |
FEIET 9 gag @ Afd J: gaH et
Wed FEUT e Tfraads |
ear dar AR WyESed d 0 quo el
AT Al JIATA AN TSCAT  Hded A  AFIAISTAIH |

g IR gigAiecd AGY A e ard THASTIERIH o3l

&9 3ar™a
TdchRIHIT: a4 A g QT HIYATIGI: I
ged R teIgeg @d Ot grcaay A llewll
JTHRIATA ATRIRAHT IGIGIEGE |
JTRTER faesfa gl qAEY fa=afa llos I

el TTeATaAT WEey  fFEgRr Al dAagad |
d TfdAS 4 g fAgar ®&T ard AT gorlid ekl
AAOTERNfA  ggI  JUgeERr gl Adgedie gEH |
dEgd AT ®eTERW ERE fAcan geria vl

3% ey weTard dTerhUChdcIGed AT I
facasdfirad Saa O f[agr E ageddq  locl
WA qroteger e ORATRAIE: |

fAR=gaEsafai=agaE f[Jacsfa: gpd & gurid llerl
Ifg  Wd Wad IGEed Jufead  IfE @ wAFAT |
aEl FYT WIER WA dur ¥ dun aRASgAfd  ligell
ag g A d Ydded dId  dARd:  Uldecdled  Oaddq |
Al FeghAEd  d  UNASAEH  dan: Fedecanard gl
eATgd  ARdeRd g Hcd  ddecdled  diegardd |
i ageaed  dgd & dadcaured doagdH IR
e dfgaca JreRmaudad |
e e Hfaq dressrafa eV le3ll
I I fAada daeddr fa=aa |
fAacete @@t @ af gweval ey I
1 Sirad Ard Sefvds=are= Repcamfaardss |
[Aequereayg  wHEEHEr  d AR I qd WEH sl
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Faffcefld . @@E S Pead AfdH
Hogadl  F{galed! T " SAAGW: lIs& I
AT lecaafa gl gara T I
TEWRE  JEad T F AT gl
GUEAEUEeaT A AT dAlddd FAegallcpded: |
d FEORAEHAIAA  qUCAT FHorddl  JYFARE g8 g
a EEAIG] HeIToT WEANSTITARIFhd: |
freifa B @ & Ay lIgRl
EREICE N Cr Bt B 0 B S r G
HYAR & FId T =T HcHAA:  Rell
g & Raddged AcaicyEcysar gietor |
d g FFITAAQ UAAT A gAACANT  FAEPeArdH  IR2l
qeRTE 3ard
Aol TeAfed  dar yHdgerm ggadrT |
geolid ol fagr godd safed & @ifa dgrpenta  (1RRl
faeX zara
dar Al sfdcd  fadem: guawn  Rawen dddiedaad] |
IQdd FF  qUN Haled  HFIIGAREANS  AeTpellel 1131l
AV d gd @Ud J  AfAgauded Rieda gdH |
¥ difdfeslcd $o RIS FhEEREdE FRpara IR¥ ]

fasaanfaarss deTAIcaTG A T |
Peldpordl  Alfed  GHAEANGhATT  F IRl
CaGITAATA SETEaE 0N T |
polleTpeldl aifea SITRIOTI IR oT gl IRE I
SITRTOTTAT URAATIRAIGTTd HRT I
peNTTpeId aifea AT el IRl

Pl FHYATA DB IR BISORE |
PAEEIT  F  TeSled A T g IRl
qAdEcaIdeleT] Dol I
PAEET g TeSled  dYled T A@GE: IRRl
AT A P NpehiWerg IG@ACH A WEMIERT |
o Agfadlisgdr a1 gEnrht @ RUgcarfafdeT: 130
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T A gEvl g At geviegyd |

d @ w wAfd Tomw Ot AducepRE sl

quiier GRTED GIESS K] el el |

SRIECIC) ey Alfcoded herad 131

g Sre) S e REICID! Hepidd I

EERIE HETUTT fdon QUIRHUIH 1331
At HR Jud ool & MBI dlg A JUED  Helom: |
Td Bl AREEl  Hdled FEPeldl A dUT AT (13¥l
a4 derd v aufgRfd ggr A afwdauedw |
IeAleAY Walaadd dg & d@odeaaer isgl

RIC dTTH IGEEIECE add |

¥ Td ToYEdleAd AT IAEIcW@OH  lI3E]]

ECIECI d gar Er4EGRKERE |

uTRCAaAd T T HYar [GELDEE I3ull
ECIERECIREICIGIE-IL] RIS, |

A FAGded @A qeh U FAT 3¢l
HPEACT prafed R IBIE RISk |

MTATCHTYATHH qriCerd T 3Rl
Hopard  pardra FEOn F 0 wdled ¥ |

dlea =T ShedTaT: PAEATeATTI>old ligoll
¥R¥eg ot @fd gmfld @ wd |
Aadafeastaia [CEII RGBT el
HATUTCHT 7 HATITEHRIAA EEE:| |
HATUCHITA A B I BE R IERYl

AT El QcheT R BRI |
AT ugsalea AT TR A HAUT: w3
g fBd Smd 9 @ f9d add g |
g IrEfd gRad g geEeR: aEfd lead g vyl
gd ¥ gd@ ¥ Hawdl °u onHensdt  mor Sifad = |
gaer: #@dfde TRIfed  dEARGRI a9 g R ¥yl
g e wREEm™ v mmedd @ 3@ |
daedd:  #ad geIEr Bolegediica  Aogaest el
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YRTg 3ard
dgeco: forey ST reagaiar T |
Aegldl  HA QAT gAled  BRSATT 8Ll
fAcafgrafae ad fAcafgrafae He: |
elcUGHA (g aea aq HerdAd <l
ey zama

GIGIE] iaulaqalalo—uéio—aaiaagla\ |
EIGIE ANHTITIS e d I A dsdA™ ¥Rl

el #¥ Uueld duar fdeed A |
TERYAWAT WA Med &R feefd el
HAT AT Aoy JEYUIHATTACT: |
S EIENIDIBE G fareede Afgyor: sl
TadaET ggesd gpded T AT |
R Ao TEITed gEAYd IERY[
WEOHfE  afd uuer @ & e Sq @E deed |
d ®Y UoEfaAtgafed @ AP Fq@AET J 0 Fl:o 1931
g 3 e 9 Wed 9 d & g@ Udede  [Rear: |
g & e sk #AeEflea d & e o d=Efed lsyl
4 & du Ted UXWHD AWEIH  dHedd Ad dUH |
et & #Agoes wWEw a4 fga  GResafganrma 1ssi
wHred MY HUed  @HEI  §medr qa: |
AT EY  GUed  E@HE  Wlfddl HIH NSl

deddisea@al  fAcd  deddr ggem: @am: |
CLEE I R LI ER S EC I e E qdTH sl
YA  dudifd Sadfed  dfedila = |
YRTEICHDBIAE SIGEI] HA§H lscl

gEOY I ¥ P WY WAy Wy T |
gediicd ®dl UFd  YAUg Udled d  lIsRll
HAEIAAFRAT qai EICEI s CIRIESE |
yEE U9 dldd qEReeY AAfGgH lgell
3y ¥ glear  gam: HUw:  gUASAr: |

d & N1 R P o S| RS e I R R E IS el
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) AJSIAAS TORMT qAfCadH |
AR Tguedl A¥ed  aigSHIFADbSH lIERII
N THAUEFATC A ITUTHATT £l I
SIGRE e A cTeT—gd €3
FgeIr  gEon g fE&E drerd AJad: I
AT T Yolld ¥ T FY: ROMIEAT: IE¥l
a AT I[oT: hiRC=al YAIATATY |
FMRedlgss o Habew g Ao ey
Fegrdst  wgd MW UORgEew qRW  deorgas, |
Fdl 0T Ied  WIecd@ed! AF Ao g gemeEg ls&ll
VeI d  Faedfgded d & dHed WY dGeadn |
g@Uar VAU AdAd d ehed 9aHNTed @egd leull
[ A ARRed @ A ga Far gud e e |
gty aRAcIETacTl  fhdded  UfUsar  geidied (X4
d  dgel  Tedgen  favemd fEt wieaEn dfddew: |
gedfet  peEdAredr  sMejgdler  sofd gEdlEeE, el
UIRIET:  UUSdeUledeq  UUsh: gddd QA e |
THIRTAAT:  PlAl  @hHAeA]  Slideq Tolegi@e:  HHE: el
AT ot caHg cazardid PEDAHATSTHIG I
U fee Tl AT HYTHTIN T T GAEAC &1 el
YcEd d  PNaeuggdAT  dsead Rua: o uriueq
oy ffyaea g wd gEfvd wWuw o @ew Rl

. ox o
3u. fagy zam

qHCAATATS=G, AG: AT arssTeTe] |

GIGEDI] QEUTATRIA AR frea: llogl]

dadegeg I TLATFT AAATSSII I

3 ERIECE UTETAATF Aled A d AT lloR1l

TS Efd ¥ Pud gWfddd Held  fgWedd |
Brra Aswefd wgaeg o Tud IEfd I9 Hedd o3|
BENECIE SCR EIR A gferar gl |
INEUET T W FAfad TR BEAd Ao oyl
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gear T A I¥ AcGd  geal  dHedd W AADEA: |
wed Ui a9 &9 B ¥ @ dRecasfaddd eyl
TG S F EHACGIT Grdl I ¥ Hedfd ARIAE: |
JHTH: AecddUriddes  Udsgdlecaidel  UIRMEE: llo€ I
IREAAT  dad A AJIEARHEIAT  dfcided @ G |
ARMERT AT dfdded:  WaER: GYAT  Ueged: el
g 3ara
AT g3y F4deY d Iey |
Ay T dcEaArg: e ger  llecll
faeX zar=a

sifaarersfaaes agregTan iy |
sreafafafdcar @ fagew af@ wg ekl
Td  CArHIEAEOm: Pedecdiq¥  SieeTH |

Udifd  AAeEdled d  #AgHEAEg o ligell
fraeaaifa ar SRIEFTY TETeUdT: |
gueafatgstr g5 qragsa AR legll
QROTIaTCTEl Ja o STETEOl: qeT: |
Td: WA daed  yEREfAfT gl Rl
T eI sAg TG dray: AUTHPICATA e TR I
Adpeahebion: Pl Fedl  H{g:  Fandfa fage g3l
SCEIE 2w STl [EREUCCE |
e g UEg g A " gae: iyl
I R wd guiem Rear wg: TR |
HoIoEe . g dd el HerRE (gl
Tolcgerd ey e a0 &od |
oH  SAueEdrd eAwd giddt c@eia skl
3mued e TEERGETER T |
AT qod TR TRy Il
3 HAT  gddesil Toledd g d9d wifadm |
dvg TIfege 4 Jgad dg  AREdd liec
BIh A AT e H YU BT UTUS AT ITcRTE: |
fecar TAE=PgREAE: U@ d  MRT @ Aew IRl
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JeEad A PAA RGP HHEE Ra @E |
dfeecar HAR  fawmfed & d9eweg aRegsed IRell
g yoaen  gEuad 9w S| dfgelegdd, |
Iofled  @RAEeg: BT @dAcan: uREaHem: 1Re
i gd R gdEedEgEn I gRA |
B IARICG R B AR IER IR R N T I3 qeaRTTOT IR
g @t Rfgcr g #g: @@t e &g |
G R -S| 1 2 o O 1 1 B 1 1o B TS | 5 o S BT |
ae g A AMGIdsIRE: Ucae Iy AgedAE: |
gfRAN  Ufdgeddl  Sed: @ dlRdcaldd {ed: IRy
HETTHFA AT G AN HEUTHERIAY: |
RIS ER AT ad = o R4

a [EEIIEIE| Ry e IS HTITA Treprel |
4 ek Y Beae a o= ad wRfa  1Rel
a fagd MECIE) TS CHYEHAALY DI |
d 9 PWearmdEid  califd FARU gusl A IRl
gol e gaell  [Sed: g Hiar fgar  greg |
Tl digad  Ud @R d g B IRl
qQET A EEMA Holed gl ¥4 FTRaAOUYRE: |
W ew fAagar T A "igA  gara ard: o Rkl
IO UOHAIH  Holed IRPIARRM @ dJd T |
Al I HAGUT A YA sfa f@ufed n13e
Iheiliel W AR W WllbigE  GgAE RiEH |
RAPTATATATATA AT a wfaaradia 1321l
e AHTSPIRIhAA el RIPAHTHATIATAAH |
fAgRoT  $aR  PIAAdEHEIST  d S IR ISRl
HiFaTghATOTATATATE IGRRIGH] ArecHThh £l |

faepetra TEATA AT dTe Jdd  FAYAYC 3311
eI g TERTATI T I
ATl ICEIGIG] a G RE N3l

30 QA Poal g T dAISTAYRE Hiftad |
TS PAN: gfAu™ HaT  3ROGEEAT  HiAdgimd I3l
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IES) JeTAHATATHTCHAH JETaeH I
ey Aol gAY I3E
gfg: THTIEA ST HeddcATAAT g I
IHTINT Te EAEAG A Pl I3l
0¥ guEUUsdidae @ ¥F  OWedy can: @A |
giR  fAcdfgraaar wgomer fgwar m @ qscll

AT HUFAd  Yegebed  FURT T9F JRBET |

SO AcAlhiRA g Adr Tefeadfaa-w 3R]

dg  gId  Yg  HO: U9 T gosan |

PIRCIEGRIR PR ATRIFIRTH ol

UTARTET

X

;AT ad

ad  elechqren:  Uluggdr HdT: !
ey T AT Al gdrd 1wl

d HeARd e J 0 ¥gd ddd] |
ad & WwId onkdwEsfd daad 1Rl

a d
gduT
3RS

ATFecTh T T afeq OT I

ddfAeeled . a9uE UioEas: g3l
WO IHAaGTNRT |

a R NEICI IR SSEICICAICGIE: SE gy I
JEITAT IGEGE UTdTcehoaToT T IGCIRIGE |

ad

e gg Upafdplaw &n ¥y

T gAY HH T Y AvEad |
TATSRTHGANIT HIsHAT Gl fa=efa eI
afagesfa ar GRIE IR ShIUENT: |
¥ B wed Usewwmueg d 0 Hald vl
g Ued fAca gewon fAE@ #A |

RE!

CIREE AT BfA8  geHId gl

HATITH e d fgra qoATad |
UATHET A d EEEIREDINCE B

Yod &

et TAfeugdarag GICE: g |

AT AH deagqd dd FHAA NIl

AT
TGl

cdafa Faifor S DRGIE AR |

el A SRSIECE: 2k lisell
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A RIS CURAE] TRET THde: |
dd R/ wAEeT  EsEdid Fdd ISRl

Wy ey Al wem eRRy
A gy faad & U dgAEeld 1931
URTRRONTAETET  Seaiidpcdd:  Hed &  dwyra |
d PHAAAT A T AN AYdOm  ACIIEn:  gran syl
auTiIeTaT e PAgA HRA |
daeidr AGRU @ d @lader: lssl
HiTAESA Aol Teteasia ey |
d  AugSHh  dere  Ihedt  ogd o ISl
¥ Ud Tg Ryl gq  f@dwm fod |
del  dTd g dedfeddecdry]  cordl gLl
TaAq ol CICIE RIECARECEE |
gAdedt  fawerr: e@sTERa Rd sl
aatyHT @ gYE: Qe Ulggdr #A: |
a odr aga ST HETGHAAATIAT 1LY
ad  Uoked  WgAIsTFIRT  gead uvsdaredd fafg |
R & ad faRkfcde faR@dgd add  ligell

* % x
3¢. fagy zam

3¢ gom gohdled e BRI |

TG ATATTH TG gAY iduad llogll

WS codl OEASHIPA™T dERY: gREafts ol |
g goear  UfAdurcHEEd  ddl qaieeddasd R ol

TEdeh  AYTS 0T W T AFAAHAIENS e |
ArTgaEARTaUIAr ar RESICE] Shfercemgrat: lle3 |
Rfecaesd:  AoTdhdiadofl  Fa:  FI AIUW HoRr T |

HeATSHIY GICEIECIC B o SR 0 S 5 R E e s llog I
HIhT AU UFdHed G &R AY dd ga T |
fQem  #AH HAIA®A Ah Th G FEEUT  TEH oy ||
3RO T: AN TP TETuTRNehT EIREIBIGDES I
[GECNIIEIGE [ERUER] BICG CRIE L a1 llo€ I
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o AN O~ .
CICIRE CETCNICEICE FHAATCHTI ARSI AN |
aa GRS EEIRIPGISE G YW qUIGHEY amg: llow |l

3Upcar gigaar A sEATT AT |
et gigear A wnEr Rafa R dlec
a frraefasaea fasrea arfafaaddq |
IGIRIRE Sees) A=Aty Aepedia lloR ]l
HAIIEER: Tarcatasmefy Rrae;: |
HEUN  AYIEREIOT A IET 9 Hdd ligell
PECip HETHTI: quaT DG RE |
& 3y e RATETEATG T IBPINGE lee |l
RAqea® CATATICATHEATH I
MYy  AcHEA  cAcEIAd PN gold |
YAIOeIAR I g Fdd FEn (1Rl
egarsTersierd: STAARHAA CIES; (RUEE |
dui  wawer  de: 'y A@fay a3l
g #®a: P FEE UTEhluAdSE: |
&TATdeal [GRIETEIE HIEsTTARG R ey Il
JET  HAA  JA Sdled GRSt ¥ |
q et AT RRATIAY les |
FREIed  GHNG  Faedd T WA |
YAGAGRRITOT dar  Fear o g sell
EIEL):Fs RIED) UTaTS ar RTd: |
WY farems @1 JF Al @ERd Iisull
ATGEcIH i) HRTS afeqH |
YOS any Fecyiosdr AT ATeHdTe |
Ay wiforer T AeReUHT@ T ¢l
Plicd  FIBEITOT  TET A UmNar fag |
TEHATT JIAETET [BIUEESIRRE:N 1KY
3URREAT HHATTOT ar Argeiasia |
g dw  fuRHEY  #@mad Sifade lIRell
GIE| d ORIEATATHIEI gaTaes |

duTHATASI AT o [BH
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LA &I RIESICRICIERIRECE I
rd=aRfer e FITIAT gfad G IR
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(Excerpts from Shri Yogeshwarji’'s book “Mahabharat na Moti™)
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Vidur Niti

(From Mahabharata by Kisari Mohan Ganguly)

SECTION XXXIII

Vaisampayana said, 'King Dhritarashtra endued with great wisdom (then) said to the
orderly-in-waiting, 'l desire to see Vidura. Bring him here without delay.'

Despatched by Dhritarashtra, the messenger went to Kshatri and said, 'O thou of great
wisdom, our lord the mighty king desireth to see thee.'

Thus addressed, Vidura (set out and) coming to the palace, spoke unto the orderly,
'Apprise Dhritarashtra of my arrival.'

Thereupon the orderly went to Dhritarashtra, and said, O, foremost of kings, Vidura is
here at thy command. He wisheth to behold thy feet. Command me as to what he is to do.'

Thereupon Dhritarashtra said, 'Let Vidura of great wisdom and foresight enter. I am
never unwilling or unprepared to see Vidura.'

The orderly then went out and spoke unto Vidura, 'O Kshatri, enter the inner apartments
of the wise king. The king says that he is never unwilling to see thee.'

Vaisampayana continued, 'Having entered Dhritarashtra's chamber, Vidura said with
joined hands unto that ruler of men who was then plunged in thought, 'O thou of great wisdom, I
am Vidura, arrived here at thy command. If there is anything to be done, here I am, command
me!'

Dhritarashtra said, 'O Vidura, Sanjaya hath come back. He hath gone away after rebuking
me. Tomorrow he will deliver, in the midst of the court, Ajatasatru's message. I have not been
able today to ascertain what the message is of the Kuru hero. Therefore, my body is burning, and
that hath produced sleeplessness.

Tell us what may be good for a person that is sleepless and burning. Thou art, O child,
versed in both religion and profit. Ever since, Sanjaya hath returned from the Pandavas, my heart
knoweth no peace. Filled with anxiety about what he may deliver, all my senses have been
disordered'.

SLEEPLESSNESS

Vidura said, 'Sleeplessness overtaketh thief, a lustful person, him that hath lost all his
wealth, him that hath failed to achieve success, and him also that is weak and hath been attacked
by a strong person. I hope, O king, that none of these grave calamities have overtaken thee. I
hope, thou dost not grieve, coveting the wealth of others.'

Dhritarashtra said, 'T desire to hear from thee words that are beneficial and fraught with
high morality. In this race of royal Rishis thou alone art reverenced by the wise.'
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Vidura replied, 'King (Yudhishthira), graced with every virtue, is worthy of being the
sovereign of the three worlds; yet, O Dhritarashtra, however worthy of being kept by thy side, he
was exiled by thee. Thou art, however, possessed of qualities which are thy very reverse of those
possessed by him. Although virtuous and versed in morality, thou hast yet no right to a share in
the kingdom owing to thy loss of sight. In consequence of his inoffensiveness and kindness, his
righteousness, love of truth and energy, and his remembering the reverence that is due to thee,
Yudhishthira patiently bears innumerable wrongs. Having bestowed on Duryodhana and Suvala's
son and Karna, and Dussasana the management of the empire, how canst thou hope for
prosperity?

WHO IS WISE ?

e He that is not served from the high ends of life by the aid of self-knowledge, exertion,
forbearance and steadiness in virtue, is called wise.

e These again are the marks of a wise man, viz., adherence to acts, worthy of praise and
rejection of what is blamable, faith, and reverence.

e He whom neither anger nor joy, nor pride, nor false modesty, nor stupefaction, nor
vanity, can draw away from the high ends of life, is considered as wise.

e He whose intended acts, and proposed counsels remain concealed from foes, and
whose acts become known only after they have been done, is considered wise.

e He whose proposed actions are never obstructed by heat or cold, fear of attachment,
prosperity or adversity, is considered wise.

e He whose judgment dissociated from desire, followeth both virtue and profit, and
who disregarding pleasure chooseth such ends as are serviceable in both worlds, is
considered wise.

e They that exert to the best of their might, and act also to the best of their might, and
disregard nothing as insignificant, are called wise.

e He that understandeth quickly, listeneth patiently, pursueth his objects with judgment
and not from desire and spendeth not his breath on the affairs of others without being
asked, is said to possess the foremost mark of wisdom.

e They that do not strive for objects that are unattainable, that do not grieve for what is
lost and gone, that do not suffer their minds to be clouded amid calamities, are
regarded to possess intellects endued with wisdom.

e He who striveth, having commenced anything, till it is completed, who never wasteth
his time, and who hath his soul under control, is regarded wise.

e They that are wise, O bull of the Bharata race, always delight in honest deeds, do
what tendeth to their happiness and prosperity, and never sneer at what is good.

e He who exulteth not at honours, and grieveth not at slights, and remaineth cool and
unagitated like a lake in the course of Ganga, is reckoned as wise.

e That man who knoweth the nature of all creatures (viz., that everything is subject to
destruction), who is cognisant also of the connections of all acts, and who is
proficient in the knowledge of the means that men may resort to (for attaining their
objects), is reckoned as wise.

e He who speaketh boldly, can converse on various subjects, knoweth the science of
argumentation, possesseth genius, and can interpret the meaning of what is writ in
books, is reckoned as wise.
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e He whose studies are regulated by reason, and whose reason followeth the scriptures,
and who never abstaineth from paying respect to those that are good, is called a wise
man.

WHO IS FOOL ?

e He, on the other hand, who is ignorant of scripture yet vain, poor yet proud, and who
resorteth to unfair means for the acquisition of his objects, is a fool.

e He who, forsaking his own, concerneth himself with the objects of others, and who
practiseth deceitful means for serving his friends, is called a fool.

e He who wisheth for those things that should not be desired, and forsaketh those that
may legitimately be desired, and who beareth malice to those that are powerful, is
regarded to be a foolish soul.

e He who regardeth his foe as his friend, who hateth and beareth malice to his friend,
and who committeth wicked deeds, is said to be a person of foolish soul.

e bull of the Bharata race, he who divulgeth his projects, doubteth in all things, and
spendeth a long time in doing what requireth a short time, is a fool.

e He who doth not perform the Sraddha for the Pitris, nor worshippeth the deities, nor
acquireth noble-minded friends, is said to be a person of foolish soul.

e That worst of men who entereth a place uninvited, and talketh much without being
asked, and reposeth trust on untrustworthy wights, is a fool.

e That man who being himself guilty casteth the blame on others, and who though
impotent giveth vent to anger, is the most foolish of men.

e That man, who, without knowing his own strength and dissociated from both virtue
and profit, desireth an object difficult of acquisition, without again adopting adequate
means, is said to be destitute of intelligence.

O king, he who punisheth one that is undeserving of punishment, payeth homage to
persons without their knowledge, and waiteth upon misers, is said to be of little sense. But he
that, having attained immense wealth and prosperity or acquired (vast) learning, doth not bear
himself haughtily, is reckoned as wise. Who, again, is more heartless than he, who, though
possessed of affluence, eateth himself and weareth excellent robes himself without distributing
his wealth among his dependents?

While one person committeth sins, many reap the advantage resulting therefrom; (yet in
the end) it is the doer alone to whom the sin attacheth while those that enjoy the fruit escape
unhurt.

When a bowman shooteth an arrow, he may or may not succeed in slaying even a single
person, but when an intelligent individual applieth his intelligence (viciously); it may destroy an
entire kingdom with the king.

Discriminating the two by means of the one, bring under thy subjection the three by
means of four, and also conquering the five and knowing the six, and abstaining from the seven,
be happy.

ONE
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e Poison slayeth but one person, and a weapon also but one; wicked counsels, however,
destroy an entire kingdom with king and subject.

e Alone one should not partake of any savoury viand, nor alone reflect on concerns of
profit, nor alone go upon a journey, nor alone remain awake among sleeping companions.

e That Being who is One without a second, and whom, O king, thou hast not been able to
comprehend, is Truth's self, and the Way to heaven, even like a boat in the ocean.

FORGIVNESS

e There is one only defect in forgiving persons, and not another; that defect is that people
take a forgiving person to be weak. That defect, however, should not be taken into
consideration, for forgiveness is a great power.

e Forgiveness is a virtue of the weak, and an ornament of the strong. Forgiveness subdueth
(all) in this world; what is there that forgiveness cannot achieve?

e What can a wicked person do unto him who carrieth the sabre of forgiveness in his hand?
Fire falling on a grassless ground is extinguished of itself. And unforgiving individual
defileth himself with many enormities.

e Righteousness is the one highest good; and forgiveness is the one supreme peace;
knowledge is one supreme contentment; and benevolence, one sole happiness.

TWO

e Even as a serpent devoureth animals living in holes, the earth devoureth these two, viz., a
king who is incompetent to fight, and a Brahmana who doth not sojourn to holy places.

e A man may attain renown in this world by doing two things, viz., by refraining from
harsh speech, and by disregarding those that are wicked.

e tiger among men, these two have not a will of their own, viz., those women who covet
men simply because the latter are coveted by others of their sex, and that person who
worships another simply because the latter is worshipped by others.

e These two are like sharp thorns afflicting the body, viz., the desires of a poor man, and
the anger of the impotent.

e These two persons never shine because of their incompatible acts, viz., a householder
without exertion, and a beggar busied in schemes.

e These two, O king, live (as it were) in a region higher than heaven itself, viz., a man of
power endued with forgiveness, and poor man that is charitable.

e Of things honestly got, these two must be looked upon as misuse, viz., making gifts to the
unworthy and refusing the worthy.

e These two should be thrown into the water, tightly binding weights to their necks, viz., a
wealthy man that doth not give away, and a poor man that is proud.

e These two, O tiger among men, can pierce the orb itself of the sun, viz., a mendicant
accomplished in yoga, and a warrior that hath fallen in open fight.

e bull of the Bharata race, persons versed in the Vedas have said that men's means are
good, middling, and bad. Men also, O king, are good, indifferent, and bad. They should,
therefore, be respectively employed in that kind of work for which they may be fit.
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THREE

e These three, O king, cannot have wealth of their own, viz., the wife, the slave, and the
son, and whatever may be earned by them would be his to whom they belong.

e Great fear springeth from these three crimes, viz., theft of other's property, outrage on
other's wives, and breach with friend.

e These three, besides, being destructive to one's own self, are the gates of hell, viz., lust,
anger, and covetousness. Therefore, every one should renounce them.

e These three should never be forsaken even in imminent danger, viz., a follower, one who
seeks protection, saying,--I am thine,--and lastly one who hath come to your abode.

e Verily, O Bharata, liberating a foe from distress, alone amounteth in point of merit, to
these three taken together, viz., conferring a boon, acquiring a kingdom, and obtaining a
son.

FOUR

e Learned men have declared that a king, although powerful, should never consult with
these four, viz., men of small sense, men that are procrastinating, men that are indolent,
and men that are flatterers.

e sire, crowned with prosperity and leading the life of a householder, let these four dwell
with thee, viz., old consanguineous, relatives, high-born persons fallen into adversity,
poor friends, and issueless sisters.

e On being asked by the chief of the celestials, Vrihaspati, O mighty king declared four
things capable of fructifying or occurring within a single day, viz., the resolve of the
gods, the comprehensions of intelligent persons, the humility of learned men, and the
destruction of the sinful.

e These four that are calculated to remove fear, bring on fear when they are improperly
performed, viz., the Agni-hotra, the vow of silence, study, and sacrifice (in general).

FIVE

e bull of the Bharata race, these five fires, should be worshipped with regard by a person,
viz., father, mother, fire (proper), soul and preceptor.

e By serving these five, men attain great fame in this world, viz., the gods, the Pitris, men,
beggars, and guests.

e These five follow thee wherever thou goest, viz., friends, foes, those that are indifferent,
dependants, and those that are entitled to maintenance.

e Of the five senses beholding to man, if one springeth a leak, then from that single hole
runneth out all his intelligence, even like water running out from a perforated leathern
vessel.

SIX

e The six faults should be avoided by a person who wisheth to attain prosperity, viz., sleep,
drowsiness, fear, anger, indolence and procrastination.
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e These six should be renounced like a splitting vessel in the sea, viz., a preceptor that
cannot expound the scriptures, a priest that is illiterate, a king that is unable to protect, a
wife that speaketh disagreeable words, a cow-herd that doth not wish to go to the fields,
and a barber that wisheth to renounce a village for the woods.

e Verily, those six qualities should never be forsaken by men, viz., truth, charity, diligence,
benevolence, forgiveness and patience.

e These six are instantly destroyed, if neglected, viz., kine, service, agriculture, a wife,
learning, and the wealth of a Sudra.

e These six forget those who have bestowed obligations on them, viz., educated disciples,
their preceptors; married persons, their mothers; persons whose desires have been
gratified, women; they who have achieved success, they who had rendered aid; they who
have crossed a river, the boat (that carried them over); and patients that have been cured,
their physicians.

e Health, unindebtedness, living at home, companionship with good men, certainty as
regards the means of livelihood, and living without fear, these six.

e king, conduce to the happiness of men. These six are always miserable, viz., the envious,
the malicious, the discontented, the irascible, the ever-suspicious, and those depending
upon the fortunes of others.

o These six, O king, comprise the happiness of men, viz., acquirement of wealth,
uninterrupted health, a beloved and a sweet-speeched wife, an obedient son, and
knowledge that is lucrative.

e He that succeedeth in gaining the mastery over the six that are always present in the
human heart, being thus the master of his senses, never committeth sin, and therefore
suffereth calamity.

e These six may be seen to subsist upon other six, viz., thieves, upon persons that are
careless; physicians, on persons that are ailing; women, upon persons suffering from lust;
priests, upon them that sacrifice; a king, upon persons that quarrel; and lastly men of
learning, upon them that are without it.

SEVEN

e A king should renounce these seven faults that are productive of calamity, inasmuch as
they are able to effect the ruin of even monarchs firmly established; these are women,
dice, hunting, drinking, harshness of speech, severity of punishment, and misuse of
wealth.

EIGHT

e These eight are the immediate indications of a man destined to destruction, viz., hating
the Brahmanas, disputes with Brahmanas, appropriation of a Brahmana's possessions,
taking the life of Brahmana, taking a pleasure in reviling Brahmanas, grieving to hear the
praises of Brahmanas, forgetting them on ceremonious occasions, and giving vent to spite
when they ask for anything. These transgressions a wise man should understand, and
understanding, eschew.

e These eight, O Bharata, are the very cream of happiness, and these only are attainable
here, viz., meeting with friends, accession of immense wealth, embracing a son, union for
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intercourse, conversation with friends in proper times, the advancement of persons
belong to one's own party, the acquisition of what had been anticipated, and respect in
society.

e These eight qualities glorify a man, viz., wisdom, high birth, self-restraint, learning,
prowess, moderation in speech gift according to one's power, and gratitude.

NINE

e This house hath nine doors, three pillars, and five witnesses. It is presided over by the
soul. That learned man who knoweth all this is truly wise.

TEN

e Dhritarashtra, these ten do not know what virtue is viz., the intoxicated, inattentive, the
raving, the fatigued, the angry, the starving, the hasty, the covetous, the frightened, and
the lustful. Therefore, he that is wise must eschew the company of these.

In this connection is cited the old story about what transpired between Suyodhana and
(Prahlada), the chief of the Asuras in relation to the latter's son. That king who renounceth lust
and anger, who bestoweth wealth upon proper recipients, and is discriminating, learned, and
active, is regarded as an authority of all men. Great prosperity attends upon that king who
knoweth how to inspire confidence in others, who inflicteth punishment on those whose guilt
hath been proved, who is acquainted with the proper measure of punishment, and who knoweth
when mercy is to be shown.

He is a wise person who doth not disregard even a weak foe; who proceeds with
intelligence in respect of a foe, anxiously watching for an opportunity; who doth not desire
hostilities with persons stronger than himself; and who displayeth his prowess in season. That
illustrious person who doth not grieve when a calamity hath already come upon him, who
exerteth with all his senses collected, and who patiently beareth misery in season, is certainly the
foremost of persons, and all his foes are vanquished.

He who doth not live away from hope uselessly, who doth not make friends with sinful
persons, who never outrageth another's wife, who never betrayeth arrogance, and who never
committeth a theft or showeth ingratitude or indulgeth in drinking is always happy.

He who never boastfully striveth to attain the three objects of human pursuit, who when
asked, telleth the truth, who quarreleth not even for the sake of friends, and who never becometh
angry though slighted, is reckoned as wise.

He who beareth not malice towards others but is kind to all, who being weak disputeth
not with others, who speaketh not arrogantly, and forgeteth a quarrel, is praised everywhere. That
man who never assumeth a haughty mien, who never censureth others praising himself the while,
and never addresseth harsh words to others for getting himself, is ever loved by all.
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He who raketh not up old hostilities, who behaveth neither arrogantly nor with too much
humility, and who even when distressed never committeth an improper act, is considered by
respectable men a person of good conduct.

He who exulteth not at his own happiness, nor delighteth in another's misery, and who
repenteth not after having made a gift, is said to be a man of good nature and conduct.

He who desireth to obtain a knowledge of the customs of different countries, and also the
languages of different nations, and of the usages of different orders of men, knoweth at once all
that is high and low; and wherever he may go, he is sure to gain an ascendancy over even those
that are glad. The intelligent man who relinquisheth pride, folly, insolence, sinful acts, disloyalty
towards the king, crookedness of behaviour, enmity with many, and also quarrels with men that
are drunk, mad and wicked, is the foremost of his species. The very gods bestow prosperity upon
him who daily practiseth self-restraint, purification, auspicious rites, worship of the gods,
expiatory ceremonies, and other rites of universal observance.

The acts of that learned man are well-conceived, and well-applied who formeth
matrimonial alliances with persons of equal positions and not with those that are inferior, who
placeth those before him that are more qualified, and who talketh, behaveth and maketh
friendships with persons of equal position.

He who eateth frugally after dividing the food amongst his dependants, who sleepeth
little after working much, and who, when solicited giveth away even unto his foes, hath his soul
under control, and calamities always keep themselves aloof from him.

He whose counsels are well-kept and well-carried out into practice, and whose acts in
consequence thereof are never known by others to injure men, succeedeth in securing even his
most trifling objects.

He who is intent upon abstaining from injury to all creatures, who is truthful, gentle,
charitable, and pure in mind, shineth greatly among his kinsmen like a precious gem of the purest
ray having its origin in an excellent mine. That man who feeleth shame even though his faults be
not known to any save himself, is highly honoured among all men. Possessed of a pure heart and
boundless energy and abstracted within himself, he shineth in consequence of his energy like the
very sun.

King Pandu consumed by a (Brahmana's) curse, had five sons born unto him in the
woods that are like five Indras. O son of Ambika, thou hast brought up those children and taught
them everything. They are obedient to thy commands. Giving them back their just share of the
kingdom, O sire, filled with joy, be thou happy with thy sons. Then, O monarch, thou shalt
inspire confidence in both the gods and men."'

SECTION XXXIV

Dhritarashtra said, 'Tell me what may be done by a person that is sleepless and burning
with anxieties, for thou alone amongst us, O child, art versed in both religion and profit. Advise
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me wisely, O Vidura. O thou of magnanimous heart, tell me what is thou deemest to be
beneficial for Ajatasatru and what is productive of good to the Kurus. Apprehending future evils.
I look back only on my previous guilt: I ask thee with anxious heart, O learned one, tell me what
is exactly in Ajatasatru's mind,'

ACTS

Vidura said, 'Even if unasked, one should speak truly, whether his words be good or bad,
hateful or pleasing, unto him whose defeat one doth not wish. I shall, therefore, say, O king,
what is for the good of the Kurus. I shall say what is both beneficial and consistent with morality.
Listen to me. Do not, O Bharata, set the heart upon means of success that are unjust and
improper.

A man of intelligence must not grieve if any purpose of his doth not succeed,
notwithstanding the application of fair and proper means. Before one engageth in an act, one
should consider the competence of the agent, the nature of the act itself, and its purpose, for all
acts are dependent on these. Considering these one should begin an act, and not take it up on a
sudden impulse.

He that is wise should either do an act or desist from it fully considering his own ability,
the nature of the act, and the consequence also of success. The king who knoweth not proportion
or measure as regards territory, gain, loss, treasury, population, and punishment, cannot retain his
kingdom long.

He, on the other hand, who is acquainted with the measures of these as prescribed in
treatises, being necessarily possessed of the knowledge of religion and profit, can retain his
kingdom.

SUBDUE THE SENSES

As the stars are affected by the planets, so is this world affected by the senses, when they
are directed, uncontrolled, to their respective objects. Like the moon during the lighted fortnight,
calamities increase in respect of him who is vanquished by the five senses in their natural state,
which ever lead him towards various acts.

He who wisheth to control his counsellors before controlling his own self, or to subdue
his adversaries before controlling his counsellors, at last succumbs deprived of strength.

He, therefore, who first subdueth his own self regarding it as a foe, never faileth to
subdue his counsellors and adversaries at last. Great prosperity waiteth upon him who hath
subdued his senses, or controlled his soul, or who is capable of punishing all offenders, or who
acteth with judgment or who is blessed with patience.

One's body, O king, is one's car; the soul within is the driver; and the senses are its steeds.
Drawn by those excellent steeds, when well-trained, he that is wise, pleasantly performeth the
journey of life, and awake in peace. The horses that are unbroken and incapable of being
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controlled, always lead an unskilful driver to destruction in the course of the journey; so one's
senses, unsubdued, lead only to destruction. The inexperienced wight, who, led by this
unsubdued senses, hopeth to extract evil from good and good from evil, necessarily confoundeth
misery with happiness.

He, who, forsaking religion and profit, followeth the lead of his senses, loseth without
delay prosperity, life, wealth and wife.

He, who is the master of riches but not of his senses, certainly loseth his riches in
consequence of his want of mastery over his senses. One should seek to know one's self by
means of one's own self, controlling one's mind, intellect, and senses, for one's self is one's friend
as, indeed, it is one's own foe. That man, who hath conquered self by means of self, hath his self
for a friend, for one's self is ever one's friend or foe.

DESIRE AND ANGER

Desire and anger, O king, break through wisdom, just as a large fish breaks through a net
of thin cords. He, who in this world regarding both religion and profit, seeketh to acquire the
means of success, winneth happiness, possessing all he had sought.

He, who, without subduing his five inner foes of mental origin, wisheth to vanquish other
adversaries, is, in fact, overpowered by the latter. It is seen that many evil-minded kings, owing
to want of mastery over their senses, are ruined by acts of their own, occasioned by the lust of
territory. As fuel that is wet burneth with that which is dry, so a sinless man is punished equally
with the sinful in consequence of constant association with the latter. Therefore, friendship with
the sinful should be avoided.

He that, from ignorance, faileth to control his five greedy foes, having five distinct
objects, is overwhelmed by calamities. Guilelessness and simplicity, purity and contentment,
sweetness of speech and self-restraint, truth and steadiness,--these are never the attributes of the
wicked. Self-knowledge and steadiness, patience and devotion to virtue, competence to keep
counsels and charity,-these,-O Bharata, never exist in inferior men.

Fools seek to injure the wise by false reproaches and evil speeches, The consequence is,
that by this they take upon themselves the sins of the wise, while the latter, freed from their sins,
are forgiven. In malice lieth the strength of the wicked; in criminal code, the strength of kings,
in attentions of the weak and of women; and in forgiveness that of the virtuous.

CONTROL SPEECH

To control speech, O king, is said to be most difficult. It is not easy to hold a long
conversation uttering words full of meaning and delightful to the hearers. Well-spoken speech is
productive of many beneficial results; and ill-spoken speech, O king, is the cause of evils.

A forest pierced by arrows, or cut down by hatchets may again grow, but one's heart
wounded and censured by ill-spoken words never recovereth. Weapons, such as arrows, bullets,
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and bearded darts, can be easily extracted from the body, but a wordy dagger plunged deep into
the heart is incapable of being taken out. Wordy arrows are shot from the mouth; smitten by
them one grieveth day and night. A learned man should not discharge such arrows, for do they
not touch the very vitals of others.

WHEN DEFEAT IS ORDAINED

He, to whom the gods ordain defeat, hath his senses taken away, and it is for this that he
stoopeth to ignoble deeds. When the intellect becometh dim and destruction is nigh, wrong,
looking like right., firmly sticketh to the heart. Thou dost not clearly see it, O bull of the Bharata
race, that clouded intellect hath now possessed thy sons in consequence of their hostility to the
Pandavas. Endued with every auspicious mark and deserving to rule the three worlds,
Yudhishthira is obedient to thy commands. Let him, O Dhritarashtra, rule the earth, to the
exclusion of all thy sons, Yudhishthira is the foremost of all thy heirs. Endued with energy and
wisdom, and acquainted with the truths of religion and profit, Yudhishthira, that foremost of
righteous men, hath, O king of kings, suffered much misery out of kindness and sympathy, in
order to preserve thy reputation.

SECTION XXXV

Dhritarashtra said, 'O thou of great intelligence, tell me again words such as these,
consistent with religion and profit. My thirst for hearing them is not quenched. What thou sayst
is charming!"

Vidura said, 'Ablution in all the holy places and kindness to all creatures,--these two are
equal. Perhaps, kindness to all creatures surpasseth the former. O master, show kindness unto all
thy sons, for by that winning great fame in this world, thou wilt have heaven hereafter. As long
as a man's good deeds are spoken of in this world, so long, O tiger among men, is he glorified in
heaven.

In this connection is cited an old story about the conversation between Virochana and
Sudhanwan, both suitors for Kesini's hand.

THE STORY : MISUSE OF TONGUE

Once on a time, O king, there was a maiden of the name of Kesini, unrivalled for beauty;
moved by the desire of obtaining a good husband, she resolved to choose her lord in
Swayamvara.

Then one of the sons of Diti, Virochana by name, went to that spot, desirous of obtaining
the maiden. Beholding that chief of the Daityas, Kesini addressed him, saying, 'Are Brahmanas
superior, O Virochana, or are the sons of Diti superior? And why also should not Sudhanwan sit
on the sofa?’

Virochana said, 'Sprung from Prajapati himself, we, O Kesini, are the best and at the top
of all creatures, and this world is ours without doubt. Who are the gods, and who are the
Brahmanas?'

Kesini said, "We will, O Virochana, stay here in this very pavilion. Sudhanwan will come
here on the morrow, and let me see both of you sitting together.'
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Virochana said, 'O amiable and timid girl, I will do what thou sayst.

Thou wilt behold Sudhanwan and myself met together in the morning.'

Vidura continued, 'When the night had passed away and the solar disc had risen,
Sudhanwan, O best of kings, came to that place where, O master, Virochana was waiting with
Kesini. And Sudhanwan saw there both Prahlada's son and Kesini. And beholding the Brahmana
arrived, Kesini, O bull of the Bharata race, rising up from hers, offered him a seat, water to wash
his feet, and Arghya. And asked by Virochana (to share his seat) Sudhanwan said, 'O son of
Prahlada, I touch thy excellent golden seat. I cannot, however, suffer myself to be regarded as
thy equal, and sit on it with thee.'

Virochana said, 'A piece of wooden plank, an animal skin, or a mat of grass or straw,--
these only, O Sudhanwan, are fit for thee. Thou deservest not, however, the same seat with me.'

Sudhanwan said, 'Father and son. Brahmanas of the same age and equal learning, two
Kshatriyas, two Vaisyas and two Sudras, can sit together on the same seat, Except these, no other
can sit together. Your father used to pay his regards to me, taking a seat lower than that occupied
by me. Thou art a child, brought tip in every luxury at home and thou understandest nothing.'

Virochana said, 'Staking all the gold, kine, horses, and every other kind of wealth that we
have among the Asuras, let us, O Sudhanwan, ask them this question that are able to answer.'

Sudhanwan said, 'Let alone your gold, kine, and heroes, O Virochana? Making our lives
forfeited, we will ask them this question that are competent.'

Virochana said, "Wagering our lives where shall we go? I will not appear before any of
the gods and never before any among men.'

Sudhanwan said, 'Having wagered our lives, we will approach thy father, for he,
Prahlada, will never say an untruth even for the sake of his son.'

Vidura continued, 'Having thus laid a wager, Virochana and Sudhanwan, both moved by
rage, proceeded to that place where Prahlada was. And beholding them together, Prahlada said,
'"These two who had never before been companions, are now seen together coming hither by the
same road, like two angry snakes. Have ye now become companions,--ye who were never
companions before? I ask thee, O Virochana, has there been friendship between thee and
Sudhanwan?'

Virochana said, 'There is no friendship between me and Sudhanwan. On the other hand,
we have both wagered our lives. O chief of the Asuras, I shall ask thee a question, do not answer
it untruly!'

Prahlada said, 'Let water, and honey and curds, be brought for Sudhanwan. Thou
deservest our worship, O Brahmana. A white and fat cow is ready for thee.'

Sudhanwan said, 'Water and honey and curds, have been presented to me on my way
hither. I shall ask thee a question. Prahlada, answer it truly! are Brahmanas superior, or is
Virochana superior?'

Prahlada said, O Brahmana, this one is my only son. Thou also art present here in person.
How can one like us answer a question about which ye two have quarrelled?

Sudhanwan said, 'Give unto thy son thy kine and other precious wealth that thou mayst
have, but, O wise one, thou shouldst declare the truth when we two are disputing about it.'

Prahlada said, 'How doth that misuser of his tongue suffer, O Sudhanwan, who answereth
not truly but falsely, a question that is put to him? I ask thee this.'

Sudhanwan said, 'The person that misuseth his tongue suffers like the deserted wife, who
pineth, at night, beholding her husband sleeping in the arms of a co-wife; like a person who hath
lost at dice, or who is weighed down with an unbearable load of anxieties. Such a man hath also
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to stay, starving outside the citygates, into which his admission is barred. Indeed, he that giveth
false evidence is destined to always find his foes. He that speaketh a lie on account of an animal,
casteth down from heaven five of his sires of the ascending order. He that speaketh a lie on
account of a cow casteth down from heaven ten of his ancestors.

A lie on account of a horse causeth the downfall of a hundred; and a lie on account of a
human being, the downfall of a thousand of one's sires of the ascending order. An untruth on
account of gold ruineth the members of one's race both born and unborn, while an untruth for the
sake of land ruineth everything. Therefore, never speak an untruth for the sake of land.'

Prahlada said, 'Angiras is superior to myself, and Sudhanwan is superior to thee, O
Virochana. Mother also of Sudhanwan is superior to thy mother; therefore, thou, O Virochana,
hath been defeated by Sudhanwan. This Sudhanwan is now the master of thy life.

But, O Sudhanwan, I wish that thou shouldst grant Virochana his life.'

Sudhanwan said, 'Since, O Prahlada, thou hast preferred virtue and hast not, from
temptation, said an untruth, I grant thy son his life that is dear to thee. So here is thy son
Virochana, O Prahlada, restored by me to thee. He shall, however, have to wash my feet in the
presence of the maiden Kesini.'

Vidura continued, 'For these reasons, O king of kings, it behoveth thee not to say an
untruth for the sake of land. Saying an untruth from affection for thy son, O king, hasten not to
destruction, with all thy children and counsellors. The gods do not protect men, taking up clubs
in their hands after the manner of herdsmen; unto those, however, they wish to protect, they
grant intelligence. There is no doubt that one's objects meet with success in proportion to the
attention he directs to righteousness and morality. The Vedas never rescue from sin a deceitful
person living by falsehood.

On the other hand, they forsake him while he is on his death-bed, like newly fledged
birds forsaking their nests. Drinking, quarrels, enmity with large numbers of men, all
connections with connubial disputes, and severance of relationship between husband and wife,
internal dissensions, disloyalty to the king,--these and all paths that are sinful, should, it is said,
be avoided.

A palmist, a thief turned into a merchant, a fowler, a physician, an enemy, a friend, and a
minstrel, these seven are incompetent as witness.

An Agnihotra performed from motives of pride, abstention from speech, practised from
similar motives, study and sacrifice from the same motives,--these four, of themselves innocent,
become harmful when practised unduly.

MORAL TERPITUDE

One that setteth fire to a dwelling house, an administerer of poison, a pander, a vendor of
the Soma-juice, a maker of arrows, an astrologer, one that injureth friends, an adulterer, one that
causeth abortion, a violater of his preceptor's bed, a Brahmana addicted to drink, one that is
sharp-speeched, a raker of old sores, an atheist, a reviler of the Vedas, and taker of bribes, one
whose investiture with the sacred thread has been delayed beyond the prescribed age, one that
secretly slayeth cattle, and one that slayeth him who prayeth for protection,--these all are
reckoned as equal in moral turpitude as the slayers of Brahmanas.
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Gold is tested by fire; a well-born person, by his deportment; an honest man, by his
conduct. A brave man is tested during a season of panic; he that is self-controlled, in times of
poverty; and friends and foes, in times of calamity and danger.

Decrepitude destroyeth beauty; ambitious hopes, patience; death, life, envy,
righteousness, anger, prosperity, companionship with the low, good behaviour; lust, modesty,
and pride, everything.

Prosperity taketh its birth in good deeds, groweth in consequence of activity, driveth its
roots deep in consequence of skill, and acquireth stability owing to self-control.

EIGHT QUALITIES

Wisdom, good lineage, self-control, acquaintance with the scriptures, prowess, absence
of garrulity, gift to the extent of one's power, and grateful ness,--these eight qualities shed a
lustre upon their possessor. But, O sire, there is one endowment which alone can cause all these
attributes to come together; the fact is, when the king honoureth a particular person, the royal
favour can cause all these attributes to shed their lustre (on the favourite). Those eight, O king, in
the world of men, are indications of heaven.

Of the eight (mentioned below) four are inseparably connected, with the good, and four
others are always followed by the good. The first four which are inseparably connected with the
good, are sacrifice, gift, study and asceticism, while the other four that are always followed by
the good, are self-restraint, truth, simplicity, and abstention from injury to all.

PATHS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS

Sacrifice, study, charity, asceticism, truth, forgiveness, mercy, and contentment constitute
the eight different paths of righteousness. The first four of these may be practised from motives
of pride, but the last four can exist only in those that are truly noble.

ASSEMBLY

That is no assembly where there are no old men, and they are not old who do not declare
what morality is. That is not morality which is separated from truth, and that is not truth which is
fraught with deceit.

HEAVENLY ORIGIN

Truth, beauty, acquaintance with the scriptures, knowledge, high birth, good behaviour,
strength, wealth, bravery, and capacity for varied talk,--these ten are of heavenly origin.

SIN & VIRTUE

A sinful person, by committing sin, is overtaken by evil consequences. A virtuous man,
by practising virtue, reapeth great happiness. Therefore, a man, rigidly resolved, should abstain
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from sin. Sin, repeatedly perpetrated, destroyeth intelligence; and the man who hath lost
intelligence, repeatedly committeth sin.

Virtue, repeatedly practised, enhanceth intelligence; and the man whose intelligence hath
increased, repeatedly practiseth virtue. The virtuous man, by practicing virtue, goeth to regions
of blessedness. Therefore, a man should, firmly resolved, practise virtue.

He that is envious, he that injureth others deeply, he that is cruel, he that constantly
quarreleth, he that is deceitful, soon meeteth with great misery for practising these sins. He that
is not envious and is possessed of wisdom, by always doing what is good, never meeteth with
great misery; on the other hand, he shineth everywhere. He that draweth wisdom from them that
are wise is really learned and wise. And he that is wise, by attending to both virtue and profit,
succeedeth in attaining to happiness.

DO THAT

Do that during the day which may enable thee to pass the night in happiness; and do that
during eight months of the year which may enable thee to pass the season of rains happily. Do
that during youth which may ensure a happy old age; and do that during thy whole life here
which may enable thee to live happily hereafter.

The wise prize that food which is easily digested, that wife whose youth hath passed
away, that hero who is victorious and that ascetic whose efforts have been crowned with success.

The gap that is sought to be filled by wealth acquired wrongfully, remaineth uncovered,
while new ones appear in other places. The preceptor controlleth them whose souls are under
their own control; the king controlleth persons that are wicked; while they that sin secretly have
their controller in Yama, the son of Vivaswat. The greatness of Rishis, of rivers, of river-banks,
of high-souled men, and the cause of woman's wickedness, cannot be ascertained.

O king, he that is devoted to the worship of the Brahmanas, he that giveth away, he that
behaveth righteously towards his relatives, and the Kshatriya that behaveth nobly, rule the earth
for ever. He that is possessed of bravery, he that is possessed of learning, and he that knows how
to protect others,--these three are always able to gather flowers of gold from the earth.

Of acts, those accomplished by intelligence are first; those accomplished by the arms,
second; those by the thighs, and those by bearing weights upon the head, are the very worst.
Reposing the care of thy kingdom on Duryodhana, on Sakuni, on foolish Dussasana, and on
Karna, how canst thou hope for prosperity? Possessed of every virtue, the Pandavas, O bull of
the Bharata race, depend on thee as their father. O, repose thou on them as on thy sons!"

SECTION XXXVI

Vidura said, 'In this connection is cited the old story of the discourse between the son of
Atri and the deities called Sadhyas is as heard by us.
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THE STORY

In days of old, the deities known by the name of Sadhyas questioned the highly wise and
great Rishi of rigid vows (the son of Atri), while the latter was wandering in the guise of one
depending on eleemosynary charity for livelihood.

The Sadhyas said, 'We are, O great Rishi, deities known as Sadhyas. Beholding thee, we
are unable to guess who thou art. It seemeth to us, however, that thou art possessed of
intelligence and self-control in consequence of acquaintance with the scriptures. It, therefore,
behoveth thee to discourse to us in magnanimous words fraught with learning.'

The mendicant Rishi answered, 'Ye immortals, it hath been heard by me that by untying
all the knots in the heart by the aid of tranquillity, and by mastery over all the passions, and
observance of true religion, one should regard both the agreeable and the disagreeable like his
own self.

SLANDER AND REPRACHES

One should not return the slanders or reproaches of others for the pain that is felt by him
who beareth silently, consumeth the slanderer; and he that beareth, succeedeth also in
appropriating the virtues of the slanderer. Indulge not in slanders and reproaches.

Do not humiliate and insult others. Quarrel not with friends. Abstain from companionship
with those that are vile and low. Be not arrogant and ignoble in conduct. Avoid words that are
harsh and fraught with anger. Harsh words burn and scorch the very vitals, bones, heart, and the
very sources of the life of men. Therefore, he, that is virtuous, should always abstain from harsh
and angry words. That worst of men is of harsh and wrathful speech, who pierceth the vitals of
others with wordy thorns, beareth hell in his tongue, and should ever be regarded as a dispenser
of misery to men. The man that is wise, pierced by another's wordy arrows, sharp-pointed and
smarting like fire or the sun, should, even if deeply wounded and burning with pain, bear them
patiently remembering that the slanderer's merits become his.

He that waiteth upon one that is good or upon one that is wicked, upon one that is
possessed of ascetic merit or upon one that is a thief, soon taketh the colour from that companion
of his, like a cloth from the dye in which it is soaked. The very gods desire his company, who,
stung with reproach, returneth if not himself nor causeth others to return it, or who being struck
doth not himself return the blow nor causeth other to do it, and who wisheth not the slightest
injury to him that injureth him.

Silence, it is said, is better than speech, if speak you must, then it is better to say the truth;
if truth is to be said, it is better to say what is agreeable; and if what is agreeable is to be said,
then it is better to say what is consistent with morality.

A man becometh exactly like him with whom he liveth, or like him whom he regardeth,
or like that which he wisheth to be.

One is freed from those things from which one abstaineth, and if one abstaineth from
everything he hath not to suffer even the least misery. Such a man neither vanquisheth others,
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nor is vanquished by others. He never injureth nor opposeth others. He is unmoved by praise or
blame. He neither grieveth nor exalteth in joy.

That man is regarded as the first of his species who wisheth for the prosperity of all and
never setteth his heart on the misery of others, who is truthful in speech, humble in behaviour,
and hath all his passions under control.

That man is regarded as a mediocre in goodness who never consoleth others by saying
what is not true; who giveth having promise; and who keepeth an eye over the weakness of
others.

BAD MAN

These, however, are the indications of a bad man, viz., incapacity to be controlled;
liability to be afflicted by dangers; proneness to give way to wrath, ungratefulness; inability to
become another's friend, and wickedness of heart.

He too is the worst of men, who is dissatisfied with any good that may come to him from
others who is suspicious of his own self, and who driveth away from himself all his true friends.

He that desireth prosperity to himself, should wait upon them that are good, and at times
upon them that are indifferent, but never upon them that are bad.

He that is wicked, earneth wealth, it is true, by putting forth his strength, by constant
effort, by intelligence, and by prowess, but he can never win honest fame, nor can he acquire the
virtues and manners of high families (in any of which he may be born).'

ON HIGH FAMILIES

Dhritarashtra said, 'The gods, they that regard both virtue and profit without swerving
from either, and they that are possessed of great learning, express a liking for high families. I ask
thee, O Vidura, this question,--what are those families that are called high?'

Vidura said, 'Asceticism, self-restraint, knowledge of the Vedas, sacrifices, pure
marriages, and gifts of food,--those families in which these seven exist or are practised duly, are
regarded as high. There are high families who deviate not from the right course whose deceased
ancestors are never pained (by witnessing the wrong-doings of their descendants), who
cheerfully practise all the virtues, who desire to enhance the pure fame of the line in which they
are born, and who avoid every kind of falsehood.

Families that are high, fall down and become low owing to the absence of sacrifices,
impure marriages, abandonment of the Vedas, and insults offered to Brahmanas. High families
fall off and become low owing to their members disregarding or speaking ill of Brahmanas, or to
the misappropriation, O Bharata, of what had been deposited with them by others.

Those families that are possessed of members, wealth and kine, are not regarded as
families if they be wanting in good manners and conduct, while families wanting in wealth but
distinguished by manners and good conduct are regarded as such and win great reputation.
Therefore, should good manners and good conduct be maintained with care, for, as regards
wealth, it cometh or goeth.
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He that is wanting in wealth is not really wanting, but he that is wanting in manners and
conduct is really in want. Those families that abound in kine and other cattle and in the produce
of the field are not really worthy of regard and fame if they be wanting in manners and conduct.

Let none in our race be a fomenter of quarrels, none serve a king as minister, none steal
the wealth of others, none provoke intestine dissensions, none be deceitful or false in behaviour,
and none eat before serving the Rishis, the gods, and guests. He, in our race, who slayeth
Brahmanas, or entertaineth feelings of aversion towards them, or impedeth or otherwise injureth
agriculture, doth not deserve to mix with us.

Straw (for a seat), ground (for sitting upon), water (to wash the feet and face), and,
fourthly sweet words,--these are never wanting in the houses of the good. Virtuous men devoted
to the practice of righteous acts, when desirous of entertaining (guests), have these things ready
for being offered with reverence.

As the Sandal tree, O king, though thin, is competent to bear weights which timbers of
other trees (much thicker) cannot; so they that belong to high families are always able to bear the
weight of great cares which ordinary men cannot.

ON FRIENDS

He is no friend whose anger inspireth fear, or who is to be waited upon with fear. He,
however, on whom one can repose confidence as on a father, is a true friend. Other friendships
are nominal connection. He that beareth himself as a friend, even though unconnected by birth of
blood, is a true friend, a real refuge, and a protector. He, whose heart is unsteady, or who doth
not wait upon the aged, or who is of a restless disposition cannot make friends.

Success (in the attainment of objects) forsaketh the person whose heart is unsteady, or
who hath no control over his mind, or who is a slave of his senses, like swans forsaking a tank
whose waters have dried up. They that are of weak minds suddenly give way to anger and are
gratified without sufficient cause; they are like clouds that are so inconstant. The very birds of
prey abstain from touching the dead bodies of those who having been served and benefited by
friends, show ingratitude to the latter.

Beest thou poor or beest thou rich, thou shouldst honour thy friends. Until some service is
asked, the sincerity or otherwise of friends cannot be known.

ON SORROW & GRIEF

Sorrow killeth beauty; sorrow Kkilleth strength; sorrow killeth the understanding; and
sorrow bringeth on disease. Grief, instead of helping the acquisition of his object, drieth up the
body, and maketh one's foes glad. Therefore, do not yield to grief, Men repeatedly die and are
reborn; repeatedly they wither away and grow; repeatedly they ask others for help, and they
themselves are asked for help; repeatedly they lament and are lamented.

Happiness and misery, plenty and want, gain and loss, life and death, are shared by all in
due order. Therefore, he that is self-controlled should neither exult in joy nor repine in sorrow.
The six senses are always restless. Through the most predominant one amongst them one's
understanding escapeth in proportion to the strength it assumes, like water from a pot through its
holes.'
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Dhritarashtra said, 'King Yudhishthira who is like a flame of fire, has been deceived by
me. He will surely exterminate in battle all my wicked sons. Everything, therefore, seems to me
to be fraught with danger, and my mind is full of anxiety, O thou of great intelligence, tell me
such words as may dispel my anxiety.'

Vidura said, 'O sinless one, in nothing else than knowledge and asceticism, in nothing
else than restraining the senses, in nothing else than complete abandonment of avarice, do I see
thy good. Fear is dispelled by self-knowledge; by asceticism one winneth what is great and
valuable; by waiting upon superiors learning is acquired; and peace is gained by self-restraint.

They that desire salvation without having acquired the merit attainable by gifts, or that
which is attainable by practising the ritual of the Vedas, do not sojourn through life, freed from
anger and aversion.

The happiness that may be derived from a judicious course of study, from a battle fought
virtuously, from ascetic austerities performed rigidly, always increaseth at the end. They that are
no longer in peace with their relatives, obtain no steep even if they have recourse to well-made
beds; nor do they, O king, derive any plea. sure from women, or the laudatory hymns of bards
and eulogists.

Such persons can never practise virtue. Happiness can never be theirs, in this world.
Honours can never be theirs, and peace hath no charm for them. Counsels that are for their
benefit please them not. They never acquire what they have not, nor succeed in retaining what
they have, O king, there is no other end for such men save destruction. As milk is possible in
kine, asceticism in Brahmanas, and inconstancy in women, so fear is possible from relatives.

STRENGTH IN UNITY

Numerous thin threads of equal length, collected together, are competent to bear, from
the strength of numbers, the constant rolling of the shuttle-cock over them. The case is even so
with relatives that are good, O bull of the Bharata race, separated from one another, burning
brands produce only smoke; but brought together they blaze forth into a powerful flame. The
case is even so, O Dhritarashtra, with relatives. They, O Dhritarashtra, who tyrannise over
Brahmanas, women, relatives, and kine, soon fall off their stalks, like fruits that are ripe. And the
tree that stands singly, though gigantic and strong and deep-rooted, hath its trunk soon smashed
and twisted by a mighty wind.

Those trees, however, that grow in close compact are competent owing to mutual
dependence to resist winds more violent still. Thus he that is single, however, endowed with all
the virtues, is regarded by foes as capable of being vanquished like an isolated tree by the wind.

Relatives, again, in consequence of mutual dependence and mutual aid, grow together,
like lotus-stalks in a lake. These must never be slain, viz., Brahmanas, kine, relatives, children,
women, those whose food is eaten, and those also that yield by asking for protection.

O king, without wealth no good quality can show itself in a person. If, however, thou art
in health, thou canst achieve thy good, for he is dead who is unhealthy and ill. O king, anger is a
kind of bitter, pungent, acrid, and hot drink, painful in its consequences: it is a kind of headache
not born of any physical illness, and they that are unwise can never digest it.

Do thou, O king, swallow it up and obtain peace. They that are tortured by disease have
no liking for enjoyments, nor do they desire any happiness from wealth. The sick, however,
filled with sorrow, know not what happiness is or what the enjoyments of wealth are.
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Beholding Draupadi won at dice, I told thee before, O king, these words,--They that are
honest avoid deceit in play. Therefore, stop Duryodhana! Thou didst not, however, act according
to my words. That is not strength which is opposed to softness. On the other hand, strength
mixed with softness constitutes true policy which should ever be pursued. That prosperity which
is dependent on crookedness alone is destined to be destroyed. That prosperity, however, which
depends on both strength and softness, descends to sons and grandsons in tact. Let, therefore, thy
sons cherish the Pandavas, and the Pandavas also cherish thy sons.

O king, let the Kurus and the Pandavas, both having same friends and same foes, live
together in happiness and prosperity. Thou art, today, O king, the refuge of the sons of Kuru.
Indeed, the race of Kuru, O Ajamida, is dependent on thee. O sire, preserving thy fame unsullied,
cherish thou the children of Pandu, afflicted as they are with the sufferings of exile.

O descendant of Kuru, make peace with the sons of Pandu. Let not thy foes discover thy
holes. They all, O god among men, are devoted to truth. O king of men, withdraw Duryodhana
from his evil ways."

SECTION XXXVII
FOOLISH MEN

Vidura said, 'O son of Vichitravirya, Manu, the son of the Self-created, hath, O king,
spoken of the following seven and ten kinds of men, as those that strike empty space with their
fists, or seek to bend the vapoury bow of Indra in the sky, or desire to catch the intangible rays of
the sun. These seven and ten kinds of foolish men are as follow:

¢ he who seeketh to control a person that is incapable of being controlled;
he who is content with small gains; he who humbly pays court to enemies;
he who seeks to restrain women's frailty;
he who asketh him for gifts who should never be asked;
he who boasteth, having done anything;
he who, born in a high family, perpetrateth an improper deed;
he who being weak always wageth hostilities with one that is powerful;
he who talketh to a person listening scoffingly;
he who desireth to have that which is unattainable;
he who being a father-in-law, jesteth with his daughter-in-law;
he who boasteth at having his alarms dispelled by his daughter-in-law;
he who scattereth his own seeds in another's field;
he who speaketh ill of his own wife;
he who having received anything from another sayeth that he doth not remember it,
he who, having given away anything in words in holy places, boasteth at home when
asked to make good his words, and
e he who striveth to prove the truth of what is false.

The envoys of Yama, with nooses in hand, drag those persons to hell. One should behave
towards another just as that other behaveth towards him. Even this is consistent with social
polity. One may behave deceitfully towards him that behaveth deceitfully, but honestly towards
him that is honest in his behaviour.
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Old age killeth beauty; patience, hope; death, life; the practice of virtue, worldly
enjoyments; lust, modesty; companionship with the wicked, good behaviour; anger, prosperity;
and pride, everything.'

WHAT CUT SHORT LIFE

Dhritarashtra said, 'Man hath been spoken of in all the Vedas as having hundred years for
the period of his life. For what reason then, do not all men attain the allotted period?'

Vidura said, 'Excess of pride, excess in speech, excess in eating, anger, the desire of
enjoyment, and intestine dissensions,--these, O king, are six sharp swords that cut off the period
of life allotted to creatures. It is these which kill men, and not death. Knowing this, blessed be
thou!'

WHO ARE GUILTY OF SIN

'He who appropriates to himself the wife of one who hath confided in him; he who
violates the bed of his preceptor; that Brahmana, O Bharata, who becomes the husband of a
Sudra woman, or drinks wines; he who commendeth Brahmanas or becometh their master, or
taketh away the lands that support them; and he who taketh the lives of those who yield asking
for protection, are all guilty of the sin of slaying Brahmanas.

REQUIRES EXPIATION

The Vedas declare that contact with these requires expiation. He that accepts the teaching
of the wise; he that is acquainted with the rules of morality; he that is liberal; he that eateth
having first dedicated the food to the gods and Pitris; he that envieth none; he that is incapable of
doing anything that injureth others; he that is grateful, truthful, humble and learned, succeedeth
in attaining to heaven.

'They are abundant, O king, that can always speak agreeable words. The speaker,
however, is rare, as also the hearer, of words that are disagreeable but medicinal. That man who,
without regarding what is agreeable or disagreeable to his master but keeping virtue alone in
view, sayeth what is unpalatable, but medicinal, truly addeth to the strength of the king.

WHAT CAN BE SACRIFICED

For the sake of the family a member may be sacrificed; for the sake of the village, a
family may be sacrificed; for the sake of a kingdom a village may be sacrificed; and for the sake
of one's soul, the whole earth may be sacrificed. One should protect his wealth in view of the
calamities that may overtake him; by his wealth one should protect his wives, and by both his
wealth and wives one should protect his own self.

ON GAMBLING

From very olden times it hath been seen that gambling provoketh quarrels. Therefore, he
that is wise, should not resort to it even in jest. O son of Pratipa, at the time of that gambling
match I told thee, O king--this is not proper. But, O son of Vichitravirya, like medicine to a sick
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man, those words of mine were not agreeable to thee. O king, thou desirest to vanquish the sons
of Pandu, who are just as peacocks of variegated plumage, whereas thy sons are all as crows.
Forsaking lions thou art protecting jackals! O king, when the time cometh, thou wilt have to
grieve for all this.

SERVANTS

That master, O sire, who doth not give vent to his displeasure with devoted servants
zealously pursuing his good, enlisteth the confidence of his servants. In fact, the latter adhere to
him even in distress.

By confiscating the grants to one's servants or stopping their pay, one should not seek to
amass wealth, for even affectionate counsellors deprived of their means of life and enjoyment,
turn against him and leave him (in distress).

Reflecting first on all intended acts and adjusting the wages and allowances of servants
with his income and expenditure, a king should make proper alliances, for there is nothing that
cannot be accomplished by alliances.

That officer who fully understanding the intentions of his royal master dischargeth all
duties with alacrity, and who is respectable himself and devoted to his master, always telleth
what is for his master's good, and who is fully acquainted with the extent of his own might and
with that also of those against, whom he may be engaged, should be regarded by the king as his
second self.

That servant, however, who commanded (by his master) disregardeth the latter's
injunctions and who enjoined to do anything refuseth to submit, proud as he is of his own
intelligence and given to arguing against his master, should be got rid of without the least delay.

Men of learning say that a servant should be endued with these eight qualities, viz.,
absence of pride, ability, absence of procrastination, kindness, cleanliness, incorruptibility, birth
in a family free from the taint of disease, and weightiness of speech.

ONE SHOULD NOT

No man should confidently enter an enemy's house after dusk even with notice. One
should not at night lurk in the yard of another's premises, nor should one seek to enjoy a woman
to whom the king himself might make love.

Never set thyself against the decision to which a person hath arrived who keepeth low
company and who is in the habit of consulting all he meeteth. Never tell him,--I do not believe
thee,--but assigning some reason send him away on a pretext.

A king who is exceedingly merciful, a woman of lewd character, the servant of a king, a
son, a brother, a widow having an infant son one serving in the army, and one that hath suffered
great losses, should never be engaged in pecuniary transactions of lending or borrowing.

EIGHT QUALITIES

These eight qualities shed a lustre on men, viz., wisdom, high lineage, acquaintance with
scriptures, self-restraint, prowess, moderation in speech, gift to the extent of one's power, and
gratefulness. These high qualities, O sire, are necessarily brought together by one only by gifts.
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When the king favours a person, that incident (of royal favour) bringeth in all others and holdeth
them together.

ABLUTION WINS

He that performeth ablutions winneth these ten, viz., strength, beauty, a clear voice,
capacity to utter all the alphabetical sounds, delicacy of touch, fineness of scent, cleanliness,
gracefulness, delicacy of limbs, and beautiful women.

EAT SPARINGLY

He that eateth sparingly winneth these six, viz., health, long life, and ease; his progeny
also becometh healthy, and nobody reproacheth him for gluttony.

NO SHELTER TO

One should not give shelter to these in his house, viz., one that always acteth improperly,
one that eateth too much, one that is hated by all, one that is exceedingly deceitful, one that is
cruel, one that is ignorant of the proprieties of time and place, and one that dresseth indecently.

NEVER SOLICIT

A person, however distressed, should never solicit a miser for alms, or one that speaketh
ill of others, or one that is unacquainted with the shastras, or a dweller in the woods, or one that
is cunning, or one that doth not regard persons worthy of regard, or one that is cruel, or one that
habitually quarrels with others, or one that is ungrateful.

NEVER WAIT UPON

A person should never wait upon these six worst of men, viz., one that is a foe, one that
always errs, one that is wedded to falsehood, one that is wanting in devotion to the gods, one that
is without affection, and one that always regards himself competent to do everything.

One's purposes depend (for their success) on means; and means are dependent, again, on
the nature of the purposes (sought to be accomplished by them). They are intimately connected
with each other, so that success depends on both. Begetting sons and rendering them independent
by making some provision for them, and bestowing maiden daughters on eligible persons, one
should retire to the woods, and desire to live as a Muni.

One should, for obtaining the favours of the Supreme Being, do that which is for the good
of all creatures as also for his own happiness, for it is this which is the root of the successful of
all one's objects. What anxiety hath he for a livelihood that hath intelligence, energy, prowess,
strength, alacrity and perseverance?

'Behold the evils of a rupture with the Pandavas which would sadden the very gods with
Sakra. These are, first, enmity between them that are all thy sons; secondly, a life of continued
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anxiety; thirdly, the loss of the fair fame of the Kurus; and lastly, the joy of those that are thy
enemies. The wrath of Bhishma, O thou of the splendour of Indra, of Drona, and the king
Yudhishthira, will consume the whole world, like a comet of large proportions falling
transversely on the earth. Thy hundred sons and Karna and the sons of Pandu can together rule
the vast earth with the belt of the seas.

O king, the Dhartarashtras constitute a forest of which the Pandavas are, I think, tigers. O,
do not cut down that forest with its tigers! O, let not the tigers be driven from that forest! There
can be no forest without tigers, and no tigers without a forest. The forest shelters the tigers and
tigers guard the forest!'

They that are sinful never seek so much to ascertain the good qualities of others as to
ascertain their faults. He that desires the highest success in all matters connected with worldly
profit, should from the very beginning practise virtue, for true profit is never separated from
heaven. He whose soul hath been dissociated from sin and firmly fixed on virtue, hath
understood all things in their natural and adventitious states; he that followeth virtue, profit, and
desire, in proper seasons, obtaineth, both here and hereafter, a combination of all three. He that
restraineth the force of both anger and joy, and never, O king, loseth his senses under calamities,
winneth prosperity. Listen to me, O king.

FIVE STRENGTH OF MEN

Men are said to have five different kinds of strength, Of these, the strength of arms is
regarded to be of the most inferior kind. Blessed be thou, the acquisition of good counsellors is
regarded as the second kind of strength. The wise have said that the acquisition of wealth is the
third kind of strength. The strength of birth, O king, which one naturally acquireth from one's
sires and grandsires, is regarded as the fourth kind of strength. That, however, O Bharata, by
which all these are won, and which is the foremost of all kinds of strength, is called the strength
of the intellect.

DO NOT TRUST

Having provoked the hostility of a person who is capable of inflicting great injury on a
fellow creature, one should not gather assurance from the thought that one liveth at a distance
from the other. Who that is wise that can place his trust on women, kings, serpents, his own
master, enemies, enjoyments, and period of life? There are no physicians nor medicines for one
that hath been struck by the arrow of wisdom. In the case of such a person neither the mantras of
homa, nor auspicious ceremonies, nor the mantras of the Atharva Veda, nor any of the antidotes
of poison, are of any efficacy.

POSSESSED OF POWER

Serpents, fire, lions, and consanguineous relatives,--none of these, O Bharata, should be
disregarded by a man; all of these are possessed of great power. Fire is a thing of great energy in
this world. It lurketh in wood and never consumeth it till it is ignited by others. That very fire,
when brought out by friction, consumeth by its energy not only the wood in which it lurketh, but
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also an entire forest and many other things. Men of high lineage are just like fire in energy.
Endued with forgiveness, they betray no outward symptoms of wrath and are quiet like fire in
wood.

Thou, O king, with thy sons art possessed of the virtue of creepers, and the sons of Pandu
are regarded as Sala trees. A creeper never growth unless there is a large tree to twine round. O
king, O son of Ambika, thy son is as a forest. O sire, know that the Pandavas are the lions of that
forest. Without its lions the forest is doomed to destruction, and lions also are doomed to
destruction without the forest (to shelter them)."

SECTION XXXVIII
GUESTS

Vidura said, 'The heart of a young man, when an aged and venerable person cometh to
his house (as a guest), soareth aloft. By advancing forward and saluting him, he getteth it back.
He that is self-controlled, first offering a seat, and bringing water and causing his guest's feet to
be washed and making the usual enquiries of welcome, should then speak of his own affairs, and
taking everything into consideration, offer him food.

The wise have said that man liveth in vain in whose dwelling a Brahmana conversant
with mantras doth not accept water, honey and curds, and kine from fear of being unable to
appropriate them, or from miserliness and unwillingness with which the gifts are made.

A physician, a maker of arrows, even one that hath given up the vow of Brahmacharya
before it is complete, a thief, a crooked-minded man, a Brahmana that drinks, one that causeth
miscarriage, one that liveth by serving in the army, and one that selleth the Vedas, when arrived
as a guest, however undeserving he may be the offer of water should be regarded (by a
householder) as exceedingly dear.

BRAHMANA

A Brahmana should never be a seller of salt, of cooked food, curds, milk, honey, oil,
clarified butter, sesame, meat, fruits, roots, potherbs, dyed clothes, all kinds of perfumery, and
treacle.

He that never giveth way to anger, he that is above grief, he that is no longer in need of
friendship and quarrels, he that disregardeth both praise and blame, and he that standeth aloof
from both what is agreeable and disagreeable, like one perfectly withdrawn from the world, is a
real Yogin of the Bhikshu order.

That virtuous ascetic who liveth on rice growing wild, or roots, or potherbs, who hath his
soul under control, who carefully keepeth his fire for worship, and dwelling in the woods is
always regardful of guests, is indeed, the foremost of his brotherhood.

Having wronged an intelligent person, one should never gather assurance from the fact
that one liveth at a distance from the person wronged. Long are the arms which intelligent
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persons have, by which they can return wrongs for wrongs done to them, One should never put
trust on him who should not be trusted, nor put too much trust on him who should be trusted, for
the danger that ariseth from one's having reposed trust on another cutteth off one's very roots.

One should renounce envy, protect one's wives, give to others what is their due, and be
agreeable in speech. One should be sweet-tongued and pleasant in his address as regards one's
wives, but should never be their slave.

It hath been said that wives that are highly blessed and virtuous, worthy of worship and
the ornaments of their homes, are really embodiments of domestic prosperity. They should,
therefore, be protected particularly.

One should devolve the looking over of his inner apartments on his father; of the kitchen,
on his mother; of the kine, on somebody he looks upon as his own self, but as regards
agriculture, one should look over it himself. One should look after guests of the trader-caste
through his servants, and those of the Brahmana caste through his sons.

ORIGIN

Fire hath its origin in water; Kshatriyas in Brahmanas; and iron in stone. The energy of
those (i.e., fire, Kshatriyas, and iron) can affect all things but is neutralised as soon as the things
come in contact with their progenitors. Fire lieth concealed in wood without showing itself
externally. Good and forgiving men born of high families and endued with fiery energy, do not
betray any outward symptoms of what is within them.

IMPORTANT FOR A KING

That king whose counsels cannot be known by either outsiders or those about him, but
who knoweth the counsels of others through his spies, enjoyeth his prosperity long.

One should never speak of what one intends to do. Let anything thou doest in respect of
virtue, profit, and desire, be not known till it is done. Let counsels be not divulged. Ascending on
the mountain-top or on the terrace of a palace, or proceeding to a wilderness devoid of trees and
plants, one should, in secrecy, mature his counsels.

O Bharata, neither a friend who is without learning, nor a learned friend who hath no
control over his senses, deserveth to be a repository of state secrets. O king, never make one thy
minister without examining him well, for a king's finances and the keeping of his counsels both
depend on his minister.

That king is the foremost of rulers, whose ministers know his acts in respect of virtue,
profit and desire, only after they are done. The king whose counsels are kept close, without
doubt, commandeth success. He that from ignorance committeth acts that are censurable, loseth
his very life in consequence of the untoward results of those acts. The doing of acts that are
praise-worthy is always attended with ease. Omission to do such acts leadeth to repentance.
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As a Brahmana without having studied the Vedas is not fit to officiate at a Sraddha (in
honour of the Pitris), so he that hath not heard of the six (means for protecting a kingdom)
deserveth not to take part in political deliberations.

O king, he that hath an eye upon increase, decrease, and surplus, he that is conversant
with the six means and knoweth also his own self, he whose conduct is always applauded,
bringeth the whole earth under subjection to himself.

He whose anger and joy are productive of consequences, he who looketh over personally
what should be done, he who hath his treasury under his own control, bringeth the whole earth
under subjection to himself.

The king should be content with the name he wins and the umbrella that is held over his
head. He should divide the wealth of the kingdom among these that serve him. Alone he should
not appropriate everything.

A Brahmana knoweth a Brahmana, the husband understandeth the wife, the king knoweth
the minister, and monarchs know monarchs.

A foe that deserveth death, when brought under subjection should never be set free. If
one be weak one should pay court to one's foe that is stronger, even if the latter deserves death;
but one should kill that foe as soon as one commandeth sufficient strength, for, if not killed,
dangers soon arise from him.

One should, with an effort, control his wrath against the gods, kings, Brahmanas, old
men, children, and those that are helpless. He that is wise should avoid unprofitable quarrels such
as fools only engage in. By this one winneth great fame in this world and avoideth misery and
unhappiness.

People never desire him for a master whose grace is fruitless and whose wrath goest for
nothing, like women never desiring him for a husband who is a eunuch. Intelligence doth not
exist for the acquisition of wealth, nor is idleness the cause of adversity; the man of wisdom only
knoweth, and not others, the cause of the diversities of condition in this world.

The fool, O Bharata, always disregardeth those that are elderly in years, and eminent in
conduct and knowledge, in intelligence, wealth, and lineage. Calamities soon come upon them
that are of wicked disposition, devoid of wisdom, envious, or sinful, foul-tongued, and wrathful.
Absence of deceitfulness, gift, observance of the established rules of intercourse, and speech
well-controlled, bring all creatures under subjection.

He that is without deceitfulness, he that is active, grateful, intelligent, and guileless, even
if his treasury be empty, obtaineth friends, counsellors, and servants. Intelligence, tranquillity of
mind, self-control, purity, absence of harsh speech and unwillingness to do anything disagreeable
to friends,--these seven are regarded as the fuel of prosperity's flame.
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The wretch who doth not give to others their due, who is of wicked soul, who is
ungrateful, and shameless, should, O king, be avoided. The guilty person who provoketh another
about him that is innocent, cannot sleep peacefully at night, like a person passing the night with a
snake in the same room. They, O Bharata, who upon being angry endanger one's possessions and
means of acquisition, should always be propitiated like the very gods.

Those objects that depend upon women, careless persons, men that have fallen away
from the duties of their caste, and those that are wicked in disposition, are doubtful of success.
They sink helplessly. O king, like a raft made of stone, who have a woman, a deceitful person, or
a child, for their guide.

They that are competent in the general principles of work, though not in particular kinds
of work are regarded by men as learned and wise for particular kinds of work, are subsidiary,
That man who is highly spoken of by swindlers, mimes and women of ill fame, is more dead
than alive, Forsaking these mighty bowmen of immeasurable energy, viz., the son of Pandu, thou
hast.

O Bharata, devolved on Duryodhana, the cares of a mighty empire. Thou shalt, therefore,
soon see that swelling affluence fall off, like Vali fallen off from the three worlds."

SECTION XXXIX

Dhritarashtra said, 'Man is not the disposer of either his prosperity or adversity. He is like
a wooden doll moved by strings. Indeed, the Creator hath made man subject to Destiny. Go on
telling me, I am attentive to what thou sayest.'

Vidura said, 'O Bharata, by speaking words out of season even Vrihaspati himself
incurreth reproach and the charge of ignorance, one becometh agreeable by gift, another by
sweet words, a third by the force of incantation and drugs. He, however, that is naturally
agreeable, always remaineth so. He that is hated by another is never regarded by that other as
honest or intelligent or wise. One attributeth everything good to him one loveth; and everything
evil to him one hateth.

GAIN AND LOSS

O king, as soon as Duryodhana was born I told thee,--thou shouldst abandon this one son,
for by abandoning him thou wouldst secure the prosperity of thy hundred sons,--and by keeping
him, destruction would overtake thy hundred sons, that gain should never be regarded highly
which leadeth to loss.

On the other hand, that loss even should be regarded highly which would bring on gain.
That is no loss, O king, which bringeth on gain. That, however, should be reckoned as loss which
is certain to bring about greater losses still. Some become eminent in consequence of good
qualities; others become so in consequence of wealth. Avoid them, O Dhritarashtra, that are
eminent in wealth but destitute of good qualities!'
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Dhritarashtra said, 'All that you sayest is approved by the wise and is for my future good.
I dare not, however, abandon my son. It is well-known that where there is righteousness there is
victory.'

Vidura said, 'He that is graced with every virtue and is endued with humility, is never
indifferent to even the minutest sufferings of living creatures. They, however, that are ever
employed in speaking ill of others, always strive with activity quarrelling with one another and in
all matters, calculated to give pain to others. There is sin in accepting gifts from, and danger in
making gifts to them, whose very sight is inauspicious and whose companionship is fraught with
danger.

They that are quarrelsome, covetous, shameless, deceitful, are known unrighteous, and
their companionship should always be avoided. One should also avoid those men that are endued
with similar faults of a grave nature, When the occasion that caused the friendship is over the
friendship of those that are low, the beneficial result of that connection, and the happiness also
derivable from it, all come to an end. They then strive to speak ill of their (late) friend and
endeavour to inflict loss on him, and if the loss they sustain be even very small, for all that they,
from want of self-control, fail to enjoy peace.

He that is learned, examining everything carefully and reflecting well, should, from a
distance, avoid the friendship of vile and wicked-minded persons such as these. He that helpeth
his poor and wretched and helpless relatives, obtain children and animals and enjoyeth prosperity
that knoweth no end. They that desire their own benefit should always succour their relatives. By
every means, therefore, O king, do thou seek the growth of thy race. Prosperity will be thine, O
Monarch, if thou behavest well towards all thy relatives. Even relatives that are destitute of good
qualities should be protected.

O bull of the Bharata race, how much more, therefore, should they be protected that are
endued with every virtue and are humbly expectant of thy favours? Favour thou the heroic sons
of Pandu, O monarch, and let a few villages be assigned to them for their maintenance. By acting
thus, O king, fame will be thine in this world. Thou art old; thou shouldst, therefore, control thy
sons. I should say what is for thy good. Know me as one that wishes well to thee.

He that desireth his own good should never quarrel, O sire, with his relatives. O bull of
the Bharata race, happiness should ever be enjoyed with one's relatives, and not without them, to
eat with one another, to talk with one another, and to love one another, are what relatives should
always do. They should never quarrel. In this world it is the relatives that rescue, and the
relatives that ruin (relatives). Those amongst them that are righteous rescue; while those that are
unrighteous sink (their brethren).

O king, be thou, O giver of honours, righteous in thy conduct towards the sons of Pandu.
Surrounded by them, thou wouldst be unconquerable by thy foes. If a relative shrinks in the
presence of a prosperous relative, like a deer at sight of a hunter armed with arrows, then the
prosperous relative hath to take upon himself all the sins of the other.

Www.swargarohan .org




Mahabharata - 74 - Vidur Niti

O best of men, repentance will be thine (for this thy inaction at present) when in future
thou wilt hear of the death of either the Pandavas or thy sons. O, think of all this. When life itself
is unstable, one should in the very beginning avoid that act in consequence of which one would
have to indulge in regrets having entered the chamber of woe. True it is that a person other than
Bhargava, the author of the science of morality is liable to commit actions that go against
morality. It is seen, however, that a just notion of consequence is present in all persons of
intelligence. Thou art an aged scion of Kuru's race. If Duryodhana inflicted these wrongs on the
sons of Pandu, it is thy duty, O king of men, to undo them all. Re-instating them in their position,
thou wilt, in this world, be cleansed of all thy sins and be, O king of men, an object of worship
with even those that have their souls under control.

Reflecting on the well-spoken words of the wise according to their consequences, he that
engageth in acts never loseth fame. The knowledge imparted by even men of learning and skill is
imperfect, for that which is sought to be inculcated is ill-understood, or, if understood, is not
accomplished in practice.

That learned person who never doth an act, the consequences of which are sin and
misery, always groweth (in prosperity). The person, however, of wicked soul, who from folly
pursueth his sinful course commenced before falleth into a slough of deep mire.

He that is wise should ever keep in view the (following) six conduits by which counsels
become divulged, and he that desireth success and a long dynasty should ever guard himself
from those six. They are, intoxication, sleep, inattention to spies, set over one by another, one's
own demeanour as dependent on the working of one's own heart, confidence reposed on a
wicked counsellor, and unskilful envoys.

Knowing these six doors (through which counsels are divulged), he that keepeth them
shut while pursuing the attainment of virtue, profit, and desire, succeedeth in standing over the
heads of his foes. Without an acquaintance with the scriptures and without waiting upon the old,
neither virtue nor profit can be known (or won) by persons blessed even with the intelligence of
Vrihaspati.

A thing is lost if cast into the sea; words are lost if addressed to one that listens not; the
scriptures are lost on one that hath not his soul under control; and a libation of clarified butter is
lost if poured over the ashes left by a fire that is extinguished.

He that is endued with the intelligence maketh friendships with those that are wise,
having first examined by the aid of his intelligence, repeatedly searching by his understanding,
and using his ears, eyes, and judgment.

Humility removeth obloquy, ears, failure, prowess; forgiveness always conquereth anger;
and auspicious rites destroy all indications of evil.

One's lineage, O king, is tested by his objects of enjoyment, place of birth, house,
behaviour, food, and dress. When an object of enjoyment is available, even that one who hath
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attained emancipation is not unwilling to enjoy; what, again, need be said of him that is yet
wedded to desire?

WHOM TO CHERISH

A king should cherish a counsellor that worshippeth persons of wisdom, is endued with
learning, virtue, agreeable appearance, friends, sweet speech, and a good heart. Whether of low
or high birth, he who doth not transgress the rules of polite intercourse, who hath an eye on
virtue, who is endued with humility and modesty, is superior to a hundred persons of high birth.
The friendship of those persons never cooleth, whose hearts, secret pursuits, and pleasures, and
acquirements, accord in every respect.

He that is intelligent should avoid an ignorant person of wicked soul, like a pit whose
mouth is covered with grass, for friendship with such a person can never last. The man of
wisdom should never contract friendship with those that are proud, ignorant, fierce, rash and
fallen off from righteousness. He that is grateful, virtuous, truthful, large-hearted, and devoted,
and he that hath his senses under control, preserveth his dignity, and never forsaketh a friend,
should be desired for a friend.

The withdrawal of the senses from their respective objects is equivalent to death itself.
Their excessive indulgence again would ruin the very gods. Humility, love of all creatures,
forgiveness, and respect for friends,--these, the learned have said, lengthen life.

He who with a firm resolution striveth to accomplish by a virtuous policy purposes that
have once been frustrated, is said to possess real manhood. That man attaineth all his objects,
who is conversant with remedies to be applied in the future, who is firmly resolved in the
present, and who could anticipate in the past how an act begun would end.

PROSPERITY & FORGIVENESS

That which a man pursueth in word, deed, and thought, winneth him for its own;
therefore, one should always seek that which is for his good. Effort after securing what is good,
the properties of time, place, and means, acquaintance with the scriptures, activity,
straightforwardness, and frequent meetings with those that are good,--these bring about
prosperity. Perseverance is the root of prosperity, of gain, and of what is beneficial. The man that
pursueth an object with perseverance and without giving it up in vexation, is really great, and
enjoyeth happiness that is unending.

O sire, there is nothing more conducive of happiness and nothing more proper for a man
of power and energy as foregiveness in every place and at all times. He that is weak should
forgive under all circumstances. He that is possessed of power should show forgiveness from
motives of virtue; and he, to whom the success or failure of his objects is the same, is naturally
forgiving. That pleasure the pursuit of which doth not injure one's virtue and profit, should
certainly be pursued to one's fill. One should not, however, act like a fool by giving free
indulgence to his senses.

Prosperity never resides in one who suffers himself to be tortured by a grief, who is
addicted to evil ways, who denies Godhead, who is idle, who hath not his senses under control,
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and who is divested of exertion. The man that is humble, and who from humility is modest is
regarded as weak and persecuted by persons of misdirected intelligence.

Prosperity never approacheth from fear the person that is excessively liberal, that giveth
away without measure, that is possessed of extraordinary bravery, that practiseth the most rigid
vows, and that is very proud of his wisdom.

Prosperity doth not reside in one that is highly accomplished, nor in one that is without
any accomplishment. She doth not desire a combination of all the virtues, nor is she pleased with
the total absence of all virtues. Blind, like a mad cow, prosperity resides with some one who is
not remarkable.

THE FRUITS

The fruits of the Vedas are ceremonies performed before the (homa) fire; the fruits of an
acquaintance with the scriptures are goodness of disposition and conduct. The fruits of women
are the pleasures of intercourse and offspring; and the fruits of wealth are enjoyment and charity.

FEAR

He that performeth acts tending to secure his prosperity in the other world with wealth
acquired sinfully, never reapeth the fruits of these acts in the other world, in consequence of the
sinfulness of the acquisitions (spent for the purpose). In the midst of deserts, or deep woods, or
inaccessible fastnesses, amid all kinds of dangers and alarms or in view of deadly weapons
upraised for striking him, he that hath strength of mind entertaineth no fear.

ROOTS OF PROSPERITY

Exertion, self-control, skill, carefulness, steadiness, memory, and commencement of acts
after mature deliberation,--know that these are the roots of prosperity.

STRENGTH

Austerities constitute the strength of ascetics; the Vedas are the strength of those
conversant with them; in envy lieth the strength of the wicked; and in forgiveness, the strength of
the virtuous.

MAINTAIN VOW

These eight, viz., water, roots, fruits, milk, clarified butter (what is done at) the desire of
a Brahmana, (or at) the command of a preceptor, and medicine, are not destructive of a vow.

That which is antagonistic to one's own self, should never be applied in respect of
another. Briefly even this is virtue. Other kinds of virtue there are, but these proceed from
caprice. Anger must be conquered by forgiveness; and the wicked must be conquered by
honesty; the miser must be conquered by liberality, and falsehood must be conquered by truth.
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WHOM NOT TO TRUST

One should not place trust on a woman, a swindler, an idle person, a coward, one that is
fierce, one that boasts of his own power, a thief, an ungrateful person, and an atheist.

DO NOT SET HEART

Achievements, period of life, fame, and power--these four always expand in the case of
him that respectfully saluteth his superiors and waiteth upon the old. Do not set thy heart after
these objects which cannot be acquired except by very painful exertion, or by sacrificing
righteousness, or by bowing down to an enemy.

WHAT TO PITY

A man without knowledge is to be pitied; an act of intercourse that is not fruitful is to be
pitied; the people of a kingdom that are without food are to be pitied; and a kingdom without a
king is to be pitied.

SOURCE OF PAIN

These constitute the source of pain and weakness to embodied creatures; the rains, decay
of hills and mountains; absence of enjoyment, anguish of women; and wordy arrows of the heart.

THE SCUM

The scum of the Vedas is want of study; of Brahmanas, absence of vows; of the Earth,
the Vahlikas; of man, untruth; of the chaste woman, curiosity; of women, exile from home. The
scum of gold is silver; of silver, tin; of tin, lead; and of lead, useless dross.

WINNING

One cannot conquer sleep by lying down; women by desire; fire by fuel; and wine by
drinking. His life is, indeed, crowned with success who hath won his friends by gifts, his foes in
battle, and wife by food and drink; they who have thousands live; they, who have hundreds, also
live.

FORSAKE DESIRE

O Dhritarashtra, forsake desire. There is none who cannot manage to live by some means
or other. Thy paddy, wheat, gold, animals, and women that are on earth all cannot satiate even
one person .. Reflecting on this, they that are wise never grieve for want of universal dominion.
O king, I again tell thee, adopt an equal conduct towards thy children, i.e., towards the sons of
Pandu and thy own sons.'

SECTION XL
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Vidura said, 'Worshipped by the good and abandoning pride, that good man who pursueth
his objects without outstepping the limits of his power, soon succeedeth in winning fame, for
they that are good, when gratified with a person, are certainly competent to bestow happiness on
him. He that forsaketh, of his own accord, even a great object owing to its being fraught with
unrighteousness, liveth happily, casting off all foes, like a snake that hath cast off its slough.

SIN

A victory gained by an untruth, deceitful conduct towards the king, and insincerity of
intentions expressed before the preceptor,--these three are each equal to the sin of slaying a
Brahmana.

STUDENTS

Excessive envy, death, and boastfulness, are the causes of the destruction of prosperity.
Carelessness in waiting upon preceptor, haste, and boastlessness, are the three enemies of
knowledge.

Idleness, inattention, confusion of the intellect, restlessness, gathering for killing time,
haughtiness, pride, and covetous ness,--these seven constitute, it is said, the faults of students in
the pursuit of learning. How can they that desire pleasure have knowledge? Students, again,
engaged in the pursuit of learning, cannot have pleasure. Votaries of pleasure must give up
knowledge, and votaries of knowledge must give up pleasure.

Fire is never gratified with fuel (but can consume any measure thereof). The great ocean
is never gratified with the rivers it receives (but can receive any number of them). Death is never
gratified even with entire living creatures. A beautiful woman is never gratified with any number
of men (she may have).

O king, hope killeth patience; Yama killeth growth; anger killeth prosperity; miserliness
killeth fame; absence of tending killeth cattle; one angry Brahmana destroyeth a whole kingdom.

Let goats, brass, silver, honey, antidotes of poison, birds, Brahmanas versed in the Vedas,
old relatives, and men of high birth sunk in poverty, be always present in thy house. O Bharata,
Manu hath said that goats, bulls, sandal, lyres, mirrors, honey, clarified butter, iron, copper,
conch-shells, salagram (the stony-image of Vishnu with gold within) and gorochana should
always be kept in one's house for the worship of the gods. Brahmanas, and guests, for all those
objects are auspicious.

HIGHEST OF ALL TEACHINGS

O sire, I would impart to thee another sacred lesson productive of great fruits, and which
is the highest of all teachings, viz., virtue should never be forsaken from desire, fear, or
temptation, nay, nor for the sake of life itself. Virtue is everlasting; pleasure and pain are
transitory; life is, indeed, everlasting but its particular phases are transitory. Forsaking those
which are transitory, betake thyself to that which is everlasting, and let contentment be thine, for
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contentment is the highest of all acquisitions. Behold, illustrious and mighty kings, having ruled
lands abounding with wealth and corn, have become the victims of the Universal Destroyer,
leaving behind their kingdoms and vast sources of enjoyment.

The son brought up with anxious care, when dead, is taken up and carried away by men
(to the burning ground). With the dishevelled hair and crying piteously, they then cast the body
into the funeral pyre, as if it were a piece of wood. Others enjoy the deceased's wealth, while
birds and fire feast on the elements of his body. With two only he goeth to the other world, viz.,
his merits and his sins which keep him company. Throwing away the body, O sire, relatives,
friends, and sons retrace their steps, like birds abandoning trees without blossoms and fruits. The
person cast into the funeral pyre is followed only by his own acts. Therefore, should men
carefully and gradually earn the merit of righteousness.

In the world above this, and also in that below this, there are regions of great gloom and
darkness. Know, O king, that those are regions where the senses of men are exceedingly
afflicted. Oh, let not any of those places to thine. Carefully listening to these words, if thou canst
act according to them, thou wilt obtain great fame in this world of men, and fear will not be thine
here or hereafter.

O Bharata, the soul is spoken of as a river; religious merit constitutes its sacred baths;
truth, its water; self-control, its banks; kindness, its waves. He that is righteous purifieth himself
by a bath therein, for the soul is sacred, and the absence of desire is the highest merit.

O king, life is a river whose waters are the five senses, and whose crocodiles and sharks
are desire and anger. Making self-control thy raft, cross thou its eddies which are represented by
repeated births! Worshipping and gratifying friends that are eminent in wisdom, virtue, learning,
and years, he that asketh their advice about what he should do and should not do, is never misled.

One should restrain one's lust and stomach by patience; one's hands and feet by one's
eyes; one's eyes and ears by one's mind; and one's mind and words by one's acts.

DUTIES OF FOUR

e That Brahmana who never omitteth to perform his ablutions, who always weareth his
sacred thread, who always attendeth to the study of the Vedas, who always avoideth food
that is unclean, who telleth the truth and performeth acts in honour of his preceptor, never
falleth off from the region of Brahma.

e Having studied the Vedas, poured libations into fire, performed sacrifices, protected
subjects, sanctified his soul by drawing weapons for protecting kine and Brahmanas, and
died on the field of battle, the Kshatriya attaineth to heaven.

e Having studied the Vedas, and distributed in proper time, his wealth among Brahmanas,
Kshatriyas, and his own dependents, and inhaled the sanctified smoke of the three kinds
of fires, the Vaisya enjoyeth heavenly bliss in the other world.

e Having properly worshipped Brahmanas, Kshatriyas, and Vaisayas in due order, and
having burnt his sins, by gratifying them, and then peacefully casting off his body, the
Sudra enjoyeth the bliss of heaven.
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The duties of the four orders are thus set forth before thee. Listen now to the reason of
my speech as I discourse it. Yudhishthira, the son of Pandu, is falling off from the duties of the
Kshatriya order. Place him, therefore, O king, in a position to discharge the duties of kings.'

Dhritarashtra said, It is even so as thou always teachest me. O amiable one, my heart also
inclineth that very way of which thou tellest me. Although, however, I incline in my mind
towards the Pandavas even as thou teachest me to do, yet as soon as I come in contact with
Duryodhana it turneth off in a different way. No creature is able to avert fate. Indeed, Destiny, I
think, is certain to take its course; individual exertion is futile.'

SECTION XLI (Sanat-sujata Parva)

Dhritarashtra said, 'If there is anything still left unsaid by thee, O Vidura, say it then, as I
am ready to listen to thee. The discourse is, indeed, charming.'

Vidura. said, 'O Dhritarashtra, O thou of the Bharata race, that ancient and immortal
Rishi Sanat-sujata who, leading a life perpetual celibacy, hath said that there is no Death,--that
foremost of all intelligent persons,--will expound to thee all the doubts, in thy mind, both
expressed and unexpressed.'

Dhritarashtra said, 'Dost thou not know what that immortal Rishi will say unto me? O
Vidura, do thou say it, if indeed, thou hast that degree of wisdom."'

Vidura said, 'T am born in the Sudra order and, therefore, do not venture to say more than
what I have already said. The understanding, however, of that Rishi leading a life of celibacy, is
regarded by me to be infinite. He that is a Brahmana by birth, by discoursing on even the
profoundest mysteries, never incureth the censure of the gods. It is for this alone that I do not
discourse to thee, upon the subject.’

Dhritarashtra said, 'Tell me, O Vidura, how with this body of mine I can meet with that
ancient and immortal one?'

Vaisampayana said, 'Then Vidura began to think of that Rishi of rigid vows. And
knowing that he was thought of, the Rishi, O Bharata, showed himself there. Vidura then
received him with the rites prescribed by ordinance. And when, having rested a while, the Rishi
was seated at his ease, Vidura addressed him, saying, 'O illustrious one, there is a doubt in
Dhritarashtra's mind which is incapable of being explained away by me. It behoveth thee,
therefore, to expound it, so that listening to thy discourse, this chief of men may tide over all this
sorrows, and to that gain and loss, what is agreeable and what disagreeable, decrepitude and
death, fright and jealously, hunger and thirst, pride and prosperity, dislike, sleep, lust and wrath,
and decrease and increase may all be borne by him!'
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